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TENNESSEE GAS 


Council: We 
can’t deny 
a federal 
pipeline 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Faced with a room full of peo- 
ple asking that Agawam take a 
stand against fossil fuels, city 
councilors on Monday thanked 
them for their efforts but didn't 
deliver the requested vote. 

“Our hands are tied, 
Councilor George Bitzas. 

“Were between a rock and a 
hard place, said Councilor Paul 
Cavallo. 

“Believe me, it's a very, very 
difficult decision,’ said Councilor 
Anthony Suffriti. 

The council voted 9-1 to ac- 
cept $150,000 from Tennessee 
Gas Pipeline Company LLC in 
exchange for an expanded ease- 
ment across three town-owned 
properties, part of a 2.1-mile 
pipeline to be built from the Suff- 
ield Street compressor station to 
Silver Lake. The new pipeline is 
intended to boost natural gas de- 
livery service to cities and towns 
north of Agawam. Opponents 
say it’s not needed, and will bring 
with it significant threats to the 


said 
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oT. PATRICK'S DAY 





By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


A dream came true last week- 
end for a little girl from a big Irish 
family. 

From the time she was 10 
years old, Emma Thomson knew 
she wanted to be Agawamss col- 
leen. Her family’s Irish roots run 
deep, and representing her town 


Colleen fulfills a ch 


at the largest celebration of Irish 
heritage in the region would be a 
perfect match. 

“Every year since we were 
little, my cousins and I all went 
to the parade, said Thomson. 
“When we were little, we had 
matching Irish sweaters.’ 

Now her cousins — who num- 
ber around 30 — will get to watch 
her in the seat of honor on Aga- 


Emma Thomson, newly crowned as Agawam’s 
2020 St. Patrick’s Day colleen, leads her court in a 
walk around Oak Ridge Country Club at the coro- 
nation ceremony on Feb. 8. 


wams float as it travels down the 
streets of Holyoke on March 22. 
Thomson was selected from a 
group of six finalists at the annual 
coronation ceremony on Feb. 8 to 
be the 20th young lady to serve as 
the towns colleen. 

It wont be her first time in the 
spotlight. Thomson is well-known 
to local fans of field hockey, serv- 
ing as captain of the Brownies 





PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


ildhood dream 


varsity team and having played 
on the silver medal-winning team 
at the Bay State Summer Games. 
She has also worked as a youth la- 
crosse coach for junior high and 
middle school children. She has 
been a volunteer at local races 
and has participated in Wreaths 
Across America, and works part- 
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VALENTINE'S DAY 


‘Never go to bed mad’: Longtime couples offer love 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


riday is Valentine's Day, a day 
H: celebrate love and those 

who have shared it. Two Aga- 
wam couples whose love has stood 
the test of time are Cliff and Car- 
ol Brown, and Roy and Chi-Man 
Wong. We caught up with them 
at the Agawam Senior Center this 
week to ask how they ve made love 
last for decades, and if they have 
any advice for the rest of us. 
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Cliff and Carol Brown 


How long have you been to- 
gether? 

Cliff: Weve been married 53 
years. She was 18 years old and 
I was 19 years old when we got 
married. Fifty-three years weve 
been together, and we never sep- 
arated at all, even while I was in 
the Army. 

Carol: Yeah, weve been to- 
gether for a while, and what can 
I say, I like him a lot. He’s doing 
something right. 


413.786.7747 


* i (ae 


Explore endless 


Tireplace 
possibilities 


Visit our Hearth Showroom to see working fireplace displays! 


e Fax: 413.786.8457 


How did you meet? 

Carol: We were high school 
sweethearts. We meet in school 
and he was a year ahead of me. 
I was 15 years old and he was 16 
years old when we met, weve 
been together ever since. We met 
in Portland, Maine, and found 
our way here to Agawam, to settle 
down with our family. 


What's the secret to staying to- 
gether for so long? 

Cliff: We love each other! You 
know, that’s a big part of it. We 


Propane °® Heating Oil ® Fireplaces 


Heating * Hot Water * HVAC ® Generators 
Service Plans * 24-Hour Emergency Service 


talk a lot, too, that’s how we work 
through things. And never let any 
argument get big, find a way to 
work it out before it gets to that 
point. 

Carol: We do love each other, 
and we can have our arguments, 
but we always seem to find a way 
to work our way out of them. We 
always kiss each other at night, 
even if it's a quick smoosh before 
falling asleep. 


What’s something romantic you 
do for each other? 


Ml so Kox-) efoto) om OU -Neoauiconse¥-Vohié-yuskc\-ya\ (-0\c- 


advice 


Cliff; Go on vacation! We 
spend a lot of time with our 
granddaughter; she lives close to 
us, SO we see her often. Traveling 
is a way for us to get away and 
spend some more time together. 


How do you settle arguments? 

Carol: We do argue, well, I do 
the arguing and hes very passive. 
He listens to me very well, and 
that’s really how it works. Really, 
we bicker a little bit, and we don't 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 


This paper will not be 


responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Small deer 
4. Khoikhoi peoples 


9. South African 


statesman 

14. Keyboard key 

15. Remove 

16. A conspicuous 
constellation 

17. Data executive 

18. Retired NASCAR 
driver 

20. Tightens 

22.A picture of the Virgin 
Mary 

23. The Mission” actor 
Jeremy 

24. Confidently 

28. More (Spanish) 

29. Sports highlight show 
(abbr.) 

30. Hand out cards 

31. Distinctive Asian 
antelope 

33. Arabic greeting 

37. Of | 


do. Kid 


39. Meat roll 

41. One’s mother (Brit.) 

42. _-GYN 

43, Belgian city 

44. Plucks 

46. Leak slowly 

49. Denotes a particular 
region 

50. General’s assistant 
(abbr.) 

51. Divides 


98. Inland Empire 
Expanded Learning 
symposium 

99. Engaged in conflict 

60. Former CBS 
sportscaster 

64. Characterized by unity 

65. Working-class 

66. Corners 

67. de plume 

68. Influential French city 
artist 25. With three uneven 

69. “Very” in musical 
terms 
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Awardee loves volunteering for good causes 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


ay Benson was hon- 
ored this weekend as 
he 2020 Anne Sulli- 


van Award winner, and be a 
highlighted member of the 
Agawam contingent in this 
years St. Patrick's Day Pa- 
rade in Holyoke. We had a 
chat with her to get to know 
her better. 


Q: What is the Anne Sulli- 
van Award? 

A: It’s an award that’s 
always given to a St. Pat- 
ricks Committee member, 
and it’s typically given to a 
member that has made no- 
table contributions to the 
town and community. It’s 
given to those who volun- 
teer in the community and 
help out the town. There's 
also an Anne Sullivan me- 
morial in Feeding Hills. 
I've always admired her. 
Anne Sullivan helped Hel- 
en Keller and worked with 
her, while being mostly 
blind herself. I think that’s 
why this particular award 
is named after her — Anne 
Sullivan was very commu- 
nity-oriented. 


Q: How did you receive 
the Anne Sullivan award? 

A: This is my first time 
receiving an award like this, 
and its quite humbling, 
honestly. I've contributed 
time and energy to many 
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CLUES DOWN 
muscles 
profitability 

4, Required 
Turkey 


6. Disfigure 
7.A way of 


communicating (abbr.) 


8. Leaks slowly 


12. Mortar trough 


system 


21. Grab quickly 


Sides 





£ 


Kay Benson, the 2020 Anne Sullivan Award recipient, is con- 
gratulated by Mayor William Sapelli during the Colleen Cor- 
Onation ceremony on Feb. 8 at Oak Ridge Country Club in 
Feeding Hills. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


Kay Benson 


Why you should know her: She’s been in Agawam since 
1967. She joined the St. Patrick’s Committee in 2014 and 
has helped to build the floats ever since. 


Favorite thing about Agawam: The friendliness. It’s a 
small and safe community and a nice town to live in. 
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1. Long, flat abdominal 
2. Small Eurasian willow 
3. Justified in terms of 


5. River that starts in 


9, Shady place under trees 
10. Made a speech 

11. Long, angry speech 

13. Autonomic nervous 

19. Southern India island 


24. Ancient Mesopotamian 


26. Football visionary Hunt 


different areas of the com- 
munity, I have and _ still 
work with several groups. 
I've volunteered for an or- 
ganization called Rainbows 
for All Gods Children, a 
support group for kids with 
passed parents, divorced, 
or struggling parents. There 
was also a similar group for 
adults. I mostly volunteer 
at the nursing home — Her- 
itage Hall — and St. John’s 
Church. I help wherever I 
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31. Facing towards the flow 
of a glacier 

32. “A Delicate Balance” 
writer 

34. Emits coherent 
radiation 

35. Commercial 

36. Groups of foot bones 

40. Out of print 

41, Partner to cheese 

45. German river 

47. Concluding speech 

48. Spanish dish 

52. Prominent California 
cape Point __ 

93. Any high mountain 

54. Ethiopian lake 

56. Mr. 

57. Excessive fluid 
accumulation in 
tissues 

99. Large, flightless bird 

60. Oil industry term (abbr.) 

61. Something one can 
draw 

62. Officers in charge 


can and where I'm needed. 
I belong to St. Johns, I’m a 
parishioner, so it’s easy for 
me to help them out. I enjoy 
the work I do. 


Q: What did you do for 
work? 

A: I was actually the 
recreation director at the 
Heritage Hall nursing home 
for 35 years before retiring. 
Now I spend a lot of my 
time volunteering, and of 
course being with my fam- 
ily. I loved working with 
the elderly patients there. 
I had a lot of regulars but I 
enjoyed seeing new people. 
They have a lot of wisdom 
to give, if youre willing to 
listen. I actively volunteer 
there because I enjoy their 
company. I've been retired 
and my husband recently 
retired, so were planning 
on traveling more. 


Q: What is it like to be 
Irish in Agawam? 

A: Well, it’s great to be 
Irish anywhere, but I think 
it adds to the cultural diver- 
sity of Agawam. The town 
used to be primarily Ital- 
ian on the north side, and 
while there are still a lot of 
Italians in town, there are 
also so many more heritag- 
es. While I grew up with my 
Irish heritage around me, 
I didnt really dive in deep 
until I visited Ireland. I was 
able to see me grandfather's 
house in Sheem on the Ring 
of Kerry — my cousin lives 
there now and I learned 
that the Irish usually pass 
residencies down within 
the family rather than sell- 
ing them. 


Q: How were your trips to 
Ireland? 

A: It's amazing over 
there, lots of beautiful 
views. I've been to Ireland 
three times and I love it ev- 
ery time. I want to go back 
one day, hopefully soon, 
since were both retired. The 
first time I went to Ireland I 
was an adult, but I learned 
so much while I was there. I 
had many relatives to teach 
me while I was there, and 
while there was always a 
part of the family that was 
very involved in Irish heri- 
tage, I learned much more 
on vacation. The people in 
Ireland are more trusting 
and generally more friend- 
ly, things are done differ- 
ently and it was interesting 
to see. 


Q: What are some of your 
hobbies? 

A: I have been doing a 
lot of my hobbies in my free 
time. I really enjoy reading 
and doing some yardwork 
— anything to get outside, 
especially when it’s nicer 
out. I like to host my friends 
and family, and just hang 
out and spend time with 
them for a bit. Travel is a 
big thing for me and my 
husband — that includes 
locally, out of state, and 
internationally. Hopefully 
we can visit Europe again. 
During my free time, I work 
on the parade float, and 
that's always a good time. I 
really enjoy it. 


Q: Although the subject 
of the float is a surprise, 
what can you say about it? 

A: Ever since I joined 
the St. Patrick’s Commit- 
tee, I've worked on the 
float, I've really enjoyed it. 
What I can say is that were 
competing in the Irish cat- 
egory this year, we were in 
the religious category last 
year. Last year we created 
the Book of Kells, and we 
won first place in the reli- 
gious category. Each team 
of float designers decide 
what flat theyre going to 
make and which category 
they Il put it in. Weve won 
first place four out of the 
five years that I've been 
involved in the committee, 
and it’s always great fun. 
I love that it’s a surprise, 
we always have an idea of 
what it should look like 
in our heads, but the final 
product is just as much a 
surprise to us as it is to ev- 
eryone else. 


Q: What’s something sur- 
prising that happens behind 
the scenes on parade day? 

A: Well, something al- 


ways happens with the 
float. Were never expect- 
ing it, and even though we 
try to be ready for every 
scenario, it sneaks up on 
us. One year, the top of the 
float fell off because it was 
too tall for one section of 
the route;, we got to work 
and put it back together. 
We still won first place that 
year. It’s always a great time 
and weve learned to be on 
our toes. We try to expect 
the unexpected, and were 
going to try to be just as 
ready this year. 


Q: What’s it like to be a 
part of the St. Patrick’s Com- 
mittee? 

A: It’s a great group of 
people to work with and 
coordinate with. I’m always 
learning from someone 
and I’m constantly learning 
about my heritage. I really 
enjoy the time that I spend 
at the committee, and I al- 
ways enjoy walking in the 
parade. I recently became 
a board member as well 
as a committee member. 
The board meets every first 
Tuesday of the month and 
the committee meets the 
second Wednesday of the 
month. Everyone is wel- 
come, of course! I’m look- 
ing forward to continuing 
to work with this commit- 
tee and all these wonderful 
people. 


Q: What’s it like to be in 
the parade? 

A: It’s great. I've always 
marched in the parade, 
since I joined in 2014, so 
for the past five years I've 
marched. I really enjoy it 
and I’m excited to be the 
Anne Sullivan awardee in 
the parade, rather than 
an ordinary member. Al- 
though, this year, I think 
I'm going to ride in the 
car. A committee member 
drives the convertible and 
there are people that hold 
the banner and walk in 
front of the car to announce 
the Agawam float. I really 
enjoy that the colleens also 
dont know about the float, 
the dont see it until they 
step up onto it — it’s a very 
exciting time. We usually 
do a celebratory cocktail 
hour after the parade, and 
people will have teas and 
get-togethers before the pa- 
rade, as well. It’s just a great 
experience. 


Whom should we inter- 
view next? Who has an inter- 
esting job, hobby, or story to 
tell in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Suggest a “Q & Aga- 
wam’ subject by emailing 
aan@turley.com. 





Dinner supports 
American Legion post 


American Legion Wilson-Thompson 
Post 185, “The Tank, will host a fundraiser 
dinner 6-8 p.m. this Thursday, Feb. 13. 

The dinner will be catered by Pajer's. 
Tickets are $15 and may be purchased at 
the door. Proceeds benefit the post. The 
American Legion is at 478 Springfield St., 


Feeding Hills. 


Vendors sought for 
Leap Day tag sale 


Agawam Congregational Church will 
hold a huge, special, leap year tag sale from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. both Friday and Saturday, 
Feb. 28-29. This sale promises something 
for everyone. 

Interested vendors may request an ap- 
plication from the church office at 413-786- 
7111 or agawamcongregationalchurch.com, 
according to tag sale chairman and church 


38. Hip hop trio 70. Financial account 27. Primordial matters 63. Greek island 
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member Dale Melanson. 

The church, at 745 Main St., Agawam, is 
handicapped accessible, with a large park- 
ing lot. 


February 13,2020 iI 


Six Flags New England hosts 
job fair at park this weekend 


Six Flags New England, the regions larg- 
est theme park, is hiring over 3,000 season- 
al employees for the 2020 season, which 
begins on Saturday, April 11. 

The park, the largest seasonal employer 
in New England, will hold three job fairs on 
Presidents Day weekend, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, 
Feb 15-17. 

All hiring events will take place at the 
Human Resources building at 1756 Main 
St., Agawam. Six Flags New England will 
be hiring for all positions, including rides, 
admissions, food service, games, entertain- 
ment, lifeguards, loss prevention, cleanli- 
ness team, EMTs, security officers, enter- 
tainment, retail, and more. 

Interested applicants must be at least 


16 years old and should be prepared and 
dressed for on-the-spot interviews. En- 
tertainment auditions will be available 
throughout the job fair as the park casts 
dancers, singers, performers and tech crew. 
Interviewees will be seen on a first-come 
basis, with limited positions in specialty 
areas. 

For more information, contact the 
park's human resources department at 
413-786-9300, ext. 3100, or visit www.six- 
flags.com. 

Any candidate that is offered and ac- 
cepts a position before noon each day of 
the job fair will receive one free admission 
ticket to Six Flags New England, valid for 
entry between April 11 and April 26. 





Census form mailed to all households 


Town Clerk Vincent Gioscia last week 
reported that census forms have been 
mailed to all residents of Agawam and 
Feeding Hills. 

State law requires that the town take 
a census every year, and that all full-time 
residents respond with their name, date of 
birth and voter status. Failure to sign and 
return this form, whether or not there are 
any corrections, additions or deletions, will 
result in removal from the active voters list. 






Agawam’s Mike DiMauro, right, visits the Washington office of U.S. Rep. Richard Neal, D-Springfield. 


Filling out the form does not register a 
person to vote. Voter registration must be 
completed at a town clerk's office or the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles. For more infor- 
mation about voting or the street listing, 
contact the town clerk's office at 413-786- 
0400, ext. 8215. 

The town census is separate from the 
2020 federal census, which will be conduct- 
ed later this year. 





SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Autism advocate visits with Neal 


Mike DiMauro, an Agawam native and 
autism self-advocate, visited with US. 
Rep. Richard Neal in Washington, D.C., on 
Feb. 5. 

DiMauro, 35, met with the Springfield 
congressmans staff to talk about autism 
and got a chance to meet the congressman 
himself. 

“When I saw him, I was star struck and 
my mind drew a blank of who he was,’ Di- 
Mauro recalled. “Then I figured out who he 
was and glad that I had the chance to see 
him?’ 

DiMauro currently lives in a communi- 
ty with other neighbors with autism and 
other disabilities at Quest Village in Orlan- 
do, Fla. He is an Autism Speaks Volunteer 
Advocacy Ambassador for Floridas 7th 
Congressional District, which is served by 
fellow Ways and Means Committee mem- 
ber Stephanie Murphy. DiMauro said that 
since there were no ambassadors serving 
his hometown district, he decided to be the 
ambassador for that district, as well. 


Digital Photos 


“I am very thankful for the opportunity 
to represent Congressman Neal and Con- 
gresswoman Murphy as an Autism Speaks 
Volunteer Advocacy Ambassador, because 
they are both on the same House commit- 
tee and are both my hometown and current 
members of Congress, DiMauro said. “I 
grew up as a constituent of Congressman 
Neal and now, I am thankful to be a constit- 
uent of Congresswoman Murphy. 

DiMauro also volunteers at Nathaniel’s 
Hope, which is an organization that helps 
kids with special needs and their families 
across Central Florida and around the 
world. DiMauro was in Washington, D.C., 
because every year he heads up to Agawam 
from Orlando to volunteer at the annu- 
al Springfield RV Camping and Outdoor 
Show at the Eastern States Exposition 
grounds in West Springfield on Presidents 
Day weekend, promoted by his camping 
club, Pioneer Valley Chapter 8 of the North 
American Family Campers Association. 
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Ash Wednesday in 2015. FILE PHOTO 
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Pastor Ken Blanchard blesses a member of Agawam United Methodist Church in the church driveway on 





‘Drive-thru’ Ash Wednesday planned 


Agawam United Methodist Church at 
459 Mill St., Feeding Hills, will again offer 
a ‘drive-thru’ Ash Wednesday blessing this 
year for all those who are either too busy to 
attend a full worship service somewhere or 
who have limited mobility or health issues. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of 
the Christian season of Lent, which con- 
cludes after 40 days with the celebration of 
Easter Sunday. 

Pastor Ken Blanchard will offer ash- 


es for people of any and all Christian de- 
nominations from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, at Agawam UMC in 
the circular driveway in front of the church. 

In addition to anointing foreheads with 
ashes, the blessing will include a scripture 
reading and a brief prayer. ‘This is being of- 
fered instead of a traditional Ash Wednes- 
day worship service inside the building. 
For more information, visit www.agawam- 
worship.org. 





Author to discuss ‘ghost ship’ wreck 


Author Jill Farinelli will discuss “The 
Palatine Wreck: The Legend of the New En- 
gland Ghost Ship’ at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
24, at the Agawam Public Library. 

The wreck of the British merchant ship 
Palatine occurred two days before Christmas 
in 1738, off the coast of Rhode Island. From 
this incident sprang one of New England's 
most chilling maritime mysteries. How did 
the rumors at the heart of the stories begin? 


This is Farinelliss first work of historical 
non-fiction, on a subject that captured her 
imagination after spending a week with 
friends on Block Island 10 years ago. 

Books will be available for purchase 
and signing. 

For more information or to register for 
this free event, call 413-789-1550, ext. 4, or 
visit www.agawamlibrary.org. The library 
is at 750 Cooper St., Agawam. 





Actress in free performance will bring 
American Revolution women to life 


Rita Parisi will portray the “Women of 
‘76° as the Agawam Cultural Council Ap- 
plause Series continues at the Agawam 
Senior Center on Friday, March 6. This free 
one-woman historical performance will 
begin at 7 p.m.; doors open at 6:15 p.m. 

Parisi is an accomplished actor who will 
bring to life Baroness von Riedesal, wife 
of a Hessian general and chronicler of life 
in the military camps; Prudence Wright, 
minutewoman and spy catcher; and Nan- 
cy Hart, a southern frontierswoman who 
faced the enemy and won. Attendees will 
learn about these women and others, both 
patriot and loyalist, American and foreign, 
who witnessed the American Revolution 
firsthand, and in some cases, changed the 
course of it. 

Parisi has been entertaining audiences 
for over 20 years in the New England area. 
In 2002, she founded Waterfall Productions 
to create shows that highlight her passion 
for theater, literature and costuming. She 
has had the pleasure of performing these 
shows all over New England, New Jersey, 
New York and Florida. Parisi is a proud 


member of SAG/AFTRA, the largest act- 
ing union in the country; some of her films 
have debuted at the Boston International 
Film Festival and Cannes film Festival. 

The production sponsor for the Women 
of ‘76 is Cecco, the design office of David 
Cecchi. The Agawam Cultural Council also 
thanks the Agawam Special Police, Elaine 
Carlson, OMG Inc., TD Bank, and Way 
Finders Inc. for their support as Applause 
Series season sponsors. 

The Senior Center is at 954 Main St., 
Agawam, and can be reached at 413-821- 
0604. This and all Applause Series events 
are free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.agawamcc.org. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is an 
all-volunteer group funded, in part, by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency. The Cultural Council is charged 
with bringing engaging, entertaining, and 
educational events and opportunities in 
the arts, humanities, and sciences, to chil- 
dren and adults from Agawam and the sur- 
rounding communities. 


We would like to personally thank Chief Sirois, 
the A.F.D. (Agawam Fire Department), and A.F.D. 
Retirees for honoring and recognizing our loved 
one, Lou Calabrese during his funeral services 
on January 7th and 8th. Lou served on the 
A.F.D. for over 40 years before retiring in 1998. 
His work in the fire service was not just a job 

it was a way for life for him. Knowing how he 


felt about the A.F.D., the honor guard presence 
during his services was a great comfort to all 
of us. We cannot thank Chief Sirois, firefighters 
and retirees enough for all their support during 
such a difficult time for our family. 





Thank you, 
The Calabrese Family 


- ey 
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PJs to help 





The Agawam Public Library has again teamed up with the Boston Bruins to participate in their annual paja- 


ma drive to benefit Cradles to Crayons and children in care of the state Department of Children and Family 
Services. The library is collecting new, unused pajamas for babies, children and teens through March 15. 
more information, call the Agawam Library Children’s Room at 413-789-1550, ext. 3. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Supper Club returns after Valentine’s 


The Agawam Congregational Church 
Supper Club will host a Post-Valentine’s 
Evening dinner at 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22. 

Doors will open at 4:45 p.m. in the 
church hall at 745 Main St., Agawam. 

The meal, catered by Partners Restau- 
rant, will include sumptuous courses of 
fresh fruit cup, a chef's bakery choice with 
butter, roast turkey with stuffing, whipped 
potato and butternut squash, and choco- 
late mousse topped with whipped cream 
and candy valentine’ hearts and served in 
stemmed champagne glasses. 

This year, the $20 ticket also includes 


entertainment, “Music of Love’ by local 
singer Alexis Anamisis. There will be free 
door prizes. 

Tickets will be available until Wednes- 
day, Feb. 19, and may be purchased by 
calling the church office at 413-786-7111 
or Partners Restaurant at 413-786-0975. 
There will be no take-out or tickets sold at 
the door. Tickets are also available at the 
church or Partners in Feeding Hills and 
must be purchased in advance. 

The church is handicapped accessible 
and has ample parking. 





soup, sandwich lunch 
to aid Grange Hall 


Community Grange 382 of Feeding Hills 
will hold a Soup and Sandwich Luncheon 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15, 
in the Grange hall at 47 N. West St., Feeding 
Hills. 

For a $7 donation ($3.50 for children un- 
der 12), diners will enjoy a homemade soup, 
sandwich, dessert and choice of beverage. 
Reservations are suggested at 413-789-2061. 

Proceeds of the luncheon will benefit 
Grange activities. In the event of inclement 
weather, the luncheon will be postponed to 
Feb. 22. 


LOCAL 


g | 
IS KNOCKING 


STAFF WRITER 
POSITION 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 


companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 


*Own camera and photography experience preferred 


¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 


* Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 





Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 








Encaustic artist to 
demonstrate work 


The Agawam Community Artists and 
Artisans will welcome Pam Brown as their 
artist demonstrator at 6:30 p.m. Wednes- 
day, Feb. 12, at the Agawam Public Library, 
750 Cooper St., Agawam. Brown will dis- 
cuss her work with encaustic and resin. 

Light refreshments will be served at the 
meeting. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
For more information, contact Ceil Rossi 
at 413-207-1247 or tocarefree2@hotmail. 
com. 


PEOPLE/ 
MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for 
Our readers, we will print all 
births, weddings, engage- 
ments, milestone anniver- 
saries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, 
honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form 
available for you to submit 
these listings. This mate- 
rial is provided to us by our 
readers and local institu- 
tions and we do not charge 
to print this content. 

For more information, 
or to submit people or mile- 
stone news for Agawam 
Advertiser News, please 
email mballway@turley. 
com. 


— A TURLEY PUBLICATION ——— 
www.turley.com 
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Cultural Council meeting next Tues. 


The Agawam Cultural Council will meet 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 18, at the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. 
The meeting is open to the public. There is 
no cost to join or serve. 

Anyone with an interest in providing 
diverse cultural events for the town should 
consider joining the Cultural Council. This 
all-volunteer organization, appointed by 
the mayor and funded, in part, by the Mas- 


sachusetts Cultural Council, is looking for 
new members. 

The Cultural Council is charged with 
bringing engaging, entertaining and educa- 
tional events and opportunities in the arts, 
humanities and interpretive sciences, to 
children and adults from Agawam and the 
surrounding communities. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.agawamcc.org. 





Nominations sought for service award 


The Advertising Club of Western Mas- 
sachusetts is seeking nominations from 
throughout Hampden, Hampshire, Frank- 
lin and Berkshire counties for the Pynchon 
Award, which recognizes citizens of this 
region who have rendered distinguished 
service to the community. 

Nominations are due March 15. Nom- 
inators should submit a one-page letter 
explaining why their nominee should be 
considered, including biographical infor- 
mation, outstanding accomplishments, ex- 
amples of service to the community, orga- 
nizations he or she is or has been active in, 
and the names, phone numbers and email 
addresses of at least three people who can 
further attest to the nominees eligibility 
for induction into the Order of William 
Pynchon. 


COUPLES 


from page 1 


let ourselves get into big arguments. 

Cliff: I don't have a comeback, I sit there 
and let her talk. And I listen to what she’s 
telling me. That's how it’s worked for us. 


What advice would you give to a young 
couple? 

Carol: Marry someone that touches 
your heart, more than anything else. Find 
someone who listens to you, not just some- 
one who talks at you, but understands you. 
Cliff listens to me even when he doesnt 
agree, or doesnt like what I’m saying. Also, 
you never go to bed mad, you always have 
to make up with each other, come to a 
compromise, or settlement before bed. Al- 
ways make up, and always give each other a 
kiss before bed, even if it’s a quick kiss or a 
quick apology. Always make up. 


How has marriage changed, from when 
you first got married to now? 

Cliff: Well, we had nothing when we 
got married, and now we have something. 
We have a house, a family, and money to 
do what we want to do. In the beginning 
of our marriage, I was in the Army, and 
Carol came with me when I was stationed 
down in Kentucky, where our daughter 
was born. 

Carol: The rest of our three sons were 
born in Maine, and now we just relax at 
home and mainly visit with our favorite 
granddaughter, Grace. We get to see a lot of 
her, and it’s nice. And honestly, I don't know 
what I would do without you, hunny, even 
after all these years. 


Roy and Chi-Man Wong 


How long have you been together? 

Roy: Our 42nd anniversary will be this 
upcoming Sunday. We got married in Hong 
Kong, soon after we met. Weve been to- 
gether ever since; we dont really spend 
time apart. Especially when we travel, we 
always travel together. 


How did you meet? 

Roy: We met in Hong Kong, I had come 
over to the United States for a four years, 
and when I came back to Hong Kong I met 
her. We were only dating a month or so be- 
fore we got married. I saw her and I was 
just like, “Wow! OK, she's the one’ 

Chi-Man: Yeah, it was kind of like love 
at first sight. I knew I wanted to be with 


All nominees will be considered and 
researched by the Pynchon Trustees, com- 
posed of the current and five past presi- 
dents of the Advertising Club, which estab- 
lished the award in 1915. Nominations may 
be sent to William Pynchon Trustees, Ad- 
vertising Club of Western Massachusetts, 
P.O. Box 1022, W. Springfield, MA 01090- 
1022, or info@adclubwm.org. 

Pynchon awardees are chosen by unan- 
imous decision of the Pynchon Trustees. 
This years recipients will be announced 
in June, with an awards ceremony sched- 
uled for Oct. 8 at The Log Cabin in Holyoke. 
Awardees receive a bronze medal bearing 
the name and likeness of William Pynchon, 
founder of Springfield, and the inscription 
“They honor us whom we honor. 


him once I saw him. It’s been many happy 
years. 


What’s the secret to staying together for 
so long? 

Roy: Oh, there's no big secret. We did 
stay busy and she stayed home with the 
kids while I worked to provide for them. We 
had a routine, and a good one. 

Chi-Man: Stay busy. Staying busy for 
sure can help. We were always doing some- 
thing and focusing on things, ‘cause we had 
two children. We come here now and spend 
time with each other. We're learning mah 
jongg while were here. 


How has marriage changed from when 
you first got married to now? 

Roy: In the beginning we always did re- 
ally sweet things, like helping with baths, or 
going out to the car. But when youre married 
for a long time, more of the sweet things fade 
and you do smaller, more personal things. 
I stay with Chi-Man all the time ‘cause she 
doesn't speak English as well, so I help her. 
Things like that are more important. 


What’s something romantic you do for 
each other? 

Chi-Man: Oh, we travel, we love to go 
on vacations and explore. We moved to 
the States 10 years after we got married, so 
traveling is what we do now. Also we come 
here and spend a lot of time together here. 

Roy: Weve gone to Las Vegas, Califor- 
nia, and other warm places. Just spending 
time with each other and being together. In 
our family it’s just me and her, so we take 
care of each other. 


How do you settle arguments? 

Roy: Just take it easy. If you do get into 
a fight, dont let it get too big. Let it go and 
don't focus on it too much. If you keep ar- 
guing with each other, it will just get worse 
and worse, and involve things that aren't 
important. Learn how to let things be, and 
work it out as soon as possible. 

Chi-Man: Yes, always work it out. Just 
say sorry, let things calm down and go back 
to normal. It’s not worth it to get angry. 


What advice would you give to a young 
couple? 

Roy: Be sweet to each other, and keep 
being sweet. Sometime it’s big, grand things 
that you do for each other, but it doesn't al- 
ways have to be. Keep the sweetness and 
happiness around, and dont intentionally 
try to start fights. 


Find us online: www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


February 13, 2020 


schools & Youth 


| AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


Page 5 





Agawam Junior High School Principal 
Norman Robbins recently announced the 
second term honor roll for the 2019-20 
school year. 

Grade 8: Hayden Alaimo, Breanna Al- 
len, Christine Babinov, Marissa Bengle, 
Shea Bennett, Eden Berry, Aden Blair, 
Brandon Bourgeois, Evan Bourgeois, 
Coleman Bradlee, Carter Bulmer, Antho- 
ny Buoniconti, Jaylin Canales, Lilah Carr, 
Isabella Carra, Noah Carra, Alivia Carrier, 
Dominic Chen, Isabel Clarke, Matthew 
Collier, Cameron Cote, Kalynn Cressot- 
ti, Andrew Croteau, Ethan Danek, Kaila 
Dastigir, Frank Decaro, Theah DeGray, 
Matthew DiLullo, Hayden Dupre, Brooke 
Eastman, Tessa Ebreo, April Edmunds, 
Brett Eggleston, Philip Fini, Richard Fini, 
Nicholas Finley, Ava Fitzgerald, Isabella 
Fleury, Madison Gagnon, Isabella Garcia, 
Sophia Gill, Emma Gilroy, Chloe Gion- 
friddo, Ryan Gokey, Isabel Grechka, Olivia 
Gryszowka, Samantha Gryszowka, Krena- 
re Hasani, Vincent Hill, Alexis Hurley, An- 
drew Ichton, Natalie Jodoin, Aiden Kane, 
Kaitlyn Kelley, Liam Kennedy, Milana Ko- 


JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL 


gan, Stephen Kopinsky, Angelina Kozhen- 
evsky, Mark Kukharchuk, Lauren La, Gra- 
cie LaCombe, Steel Land, Evelina Lapsova, 
Angelina Largay, Taylor Lopes, Jaxon Luke, 
Yana Lukin, Jacob MacDougall, Erin Ma- 
honey, Gabriella Manes, Arianna Manzi, 
Elijah Matushevsky, Benjamin Metras, 
Amy Miolla, Hannah Morris, Emma Mur- 
ray, David Newsome, Ezekiel NGuessan, 
Daniel Nguyen, Nicholas Nguyen, Emma 
Nicosia, Logan Nunez, Leanne Obitz, Lena 
Oliyevskaya, Isaac Pagan, Paree Patel, Gi- 
anna Pettazzoni, Lydian Phommachanh, 
Michael Plakias, Thomas Plakias, McKen- 
na Podworski, Arsa Prenigi, Maksim Ra- 
dionov, Kaylee Randall, Andrew Regnier, 
Shawn Rivera, Vincent Rodier, Gabriel Rua, 
Julia Rubin, Maksim Rybnikov, Donovan 
Salva, Helen Sanders, Joann Schmuck, Nel- 
li Schneider, Ilya Shlemanov, David Sholo- 
pa, Isabella Sibilia, Brayden Signet, Colin 
Smith, Garrett Smith, Nicholas Solitario, 
Nicolas Soroka, Ryan Stairs, Hunter Stark, 
Jeffrey Szulc, Cassidy Tetreault, Trey The- 
riaque, Nicholas Ugolini, Bianca Vasquez, 
Madeleine Veras, Autumn Vincze, Hadley 


CAMPUS NOTES 


Framingham State: Alexandra Bortolussi of 
Feeding Hills was named to the fall 2019 dean’s 
list at Framingham State University. 

Hartford: Mariangelie Beaudry, Maggie Be- 
langer, Gabriella Harrison, Alexandra Humphries, 
Elizabeth Milliken and Mara Winer of Agawam, and 
Giovanna Recchia of Feeding Hills, were named to 
the fall 2019 dean’s list at the University of Hart- 
ford in West Hartford, Conn. 

Northeastern: Sydney Carra of Feeding Hills, 
a chemistry major, was named to the fall 2019 
dean’s list at Northeastern University in Boston. 

Norwich: Anthony John Trigilio of Agawam 
was named to the fall 2019 dean’s list at Norwich 
University in Northfield, Vt. 

Tufts: Adam Krafcik of Agawam was named 
to the fall 2019 dean’s list at Tufts University in 
Medford, Mass. 

UMass-Lowell: Three local students were 
named to the fall 2019 dean’s list at the University 
of Massachusetts at Lowell: Mariah Giberson-Ace- 
vedo of Feeding Hills, majoring in civil engineering; 
Maria Moccio of Feeding Hills, majoring in mathe- 
matics; and Ray Wyckoff of Agawam, majoring in 
information technology. 


URI: Sarah Lubarsky, Connor Pender and Torrie 
Sutherland of Agawam, and Sydney Cassell, Caitlin 
Courtney and Amanda Kiley of Feeding Hills, were 
named to the fall 2019 dean’s list at the University 
of Rhode Island in Kingston, R.I. 

WNEU: Several local students were named to 
the fall 2019 dean’s list at Western New England 
University in Springfield. Dean’s list students from 
Agawam were Adriana Chaika, majoring in psy- 
chology; Taylor Michele Budreau, general busi- 
ness; Joshua R. DeMatteo, marketing; Andy Ho, 
pre-pharmacy; Tara M. Negrucci, law and society; 
and Justin Taylor Slocum, computer science. Feed- 
ing Hills residents on the dean’s list were Jack M. 
LaBranche, accounting; Noah P. Lovotti, mechani- 
cal engineering; Nina R. Signorelli, law and soci- 
ety; Joseph Ambrose Thornton, mechanical engi- 
neering; and Max V. Vorobey, health sciences with 
a pre-physician’s assistant concentration. 


Campus Notes are compiled from school press 
releases and parent submissions. To share your 
Student achievement news, ask your school’s 
press office to send an email to aan@turley.com. 





Votzakis, Amy Vu, Patrick Wagoner, Adam 
Ward, Gabriella Wood, Jacob Wood, Alexis 
Wozniak. 

Grade 7: David Abramchuk, Hana 
Ampelakis, Mariah Aponte, Landon Ash- 
ford, Vanessa Babinov, Mattias Barbour, 
Leah Barker, Alyssa Beaver, Kyra Benard, 
Shayna Bennett, Meghan Berthiaume, 
Jolene Bertone-Gross, Lucas Blackak, 
Tanner Blake, Gabriella Bouchard, Em- 
ily Bruneau, Lillianna Bruneau, Nathan 
Bushee, Alivia Calvanese, Sofia Calvanese, 
Karina Cambur, Autumn Carmen, Vincent 
Catelotti, Lucy Chivers, Leah Chobotaru, 
Katelyn Cleavall, Evan Connery, Gabrie- 
la Cosentini, John Cote, Katherine Cote, 
Riley Cross, Eric Daris, Samantha Dean, 
Shane Defilipi, Trevor Del Barba, Briella 
Desautels, Kyle Douglas, Abigail Drumm, 
Alexandra Fillion, Nicholas Fontaine, 
Teagan Fullam, Madison Gagnon, Juliana 
Garcia, Emma Gendron, EmmaAnn Gil- 
bert, Nadine Gilbert, Jonathan Gingeruha, 
Emily Gonzalez, Hailey Goulet, Mikayla 
Grimaldi, Natalie Hall, Lucille Hildreth, 
Marybeth Hinshaw, Maxwell Holloway, 


Margaret Ireland, Faith Jodoin, Corabel- 
la Johnson, Riley Jorgensen, Ryan Ken- 
ny, Matthew Krause, Aleksander Kripa- 
kov, Emma LaCaresse, Kaitlyn LaFrance, 
Camden Lanier, Owen Lavelle, Angelina 
Lavrenchuk, Vincenzo Liquori, Ava Mach- 
ado, Rachael Magistri, Brianna Manes, 
Kaitlyn Mansur, Jeremy Marcil, Noella 
Marsh, Pavel Maslyanskiy, Alivia McKay, 
Elina Michelakis, Colby Mikuszewski, Bry- 
an Moore, Grace Moriarty, Maximillian 
Mudrenko, Ahminah Murchison, Ahmiyah 
Murchison, Michael Natale, Eric Nazarets, 
Arianna Nivar, Jayden Njonge, Gabriela 
Ochoa, Isabella Oliveira, Samuel Ostas, 
Madison Oyler, Joseph Parent, Hannah 
Parker, Avery Perry, Chase Rising, Chris- 
tina Ritter, Angelo Robbins, Adam Ross, 
Yusuf Sarhan, Hannah Schuur, Nazar Sere- 
da, Gavin Shlosser, Michael Sibilia, Bryson 
Smith, Taryn Smyth, Isabella Spaulding, 
Elizabeth St. Jean, Kathryn Szabla, Joseph 
Szemela, Melih Tomak, Rian Villareal, 
Salvatore Vivenzio, Nikita Vorobey, Caleb 
White, Genevieve White, Konnor Widmer, 
John Yi, Anna Zhao. 


Winter Reading Program runs to Feb. 22 


Reading logs are available for the Aga- 
wam Public Library's Winter Reading Pro- 
gram, which began Tuesday. 

Children and teenagers are encouraged to 
sign up for the program, in which they track 
their reading through Feb. 22. When kids 
reach their goal, they earn a free book to keep. 

Other programs include a drop-in scav- 


enger hunt around the Childrens Room 
and a special guessing game during school 
vacation week in February. For more in- 
formation, visit the Childrens Room in 
the library at 750 Cooper St., Agawam, or 
contact Children’s Librarian Pam Weingart 
at 413-789-1550 or pweingart@agawamli- 
brary.org. 





Half-day rescheduled for election day 


Agawam schools have rescheduled a 
half-day in early March to match the state's 
presidential primary election date. 

Schools will be in session during morn- 
ing hours only on Tuesday, March 3. On 
that day, the high school will dismiss stu- 
dents at 10:50 a.m.; the junior high school, 
11:20 a.m.; Doering and Granger schools, 
11:50 a.m.; and Clark, Phelps and Robinson 


AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


Park schools, 12:20 p.m. School lunch will 
not be served. 

The following day, Wednesday, March 4, 
will be a full day of school. 

Agawam schools will serve as polling 
places for the March 3 primary election, 
which will include ballots for president and 
for state senator. Polls will be open from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. 


College acceptances 

Congratulations are in order 
to these students for earning 
these post-secondary options: 
Emily Bazanchuk, Framingham 
State University; Gianna Boyle, 
Framingham State University; 
Riley Coughlin, University of Del- 
aware, University of Massachu- 
setts at Amherst, University of 
Rhode Island, University of Utah, 
University of Vermont; Amaya 
Durand, Holyoke Community 
College; Emily Houle, Framing- 
ham State University, Franklin 
Pierce University, Plymouth 
State University, Worcester State 
University; Ally Jabry, American 
International College, Plymouth 
State University, Western New 
England University; Abby Majka, 
Westfield State University; 

Suzanne Page, Sacred Heart 
University; Geta Prenigi, Suffolk 
University, Western New En- 
gland University, Westfield State 
University; Loredana Randazzo, 
Clarkson University. 


Scholarship information 

Students should see their 
counselor or visit the websites 
below for more information or 
an application. 

Western Massachusetts 
seniors who plan to attend an 
accredited college or techni- 
cal school to study advertising, 
communications, marketing 
or graphics arts and will be 
attending in September 2020 
are encouraged to apply for 
the scholarship offered by The 
Advertising Club of Western 


Massachusetts. Applications are 
available at adclubwm.org and 
must be postmarked on or be- 
fore March 31, 2020. The schol- 
arship must be applied against 
tuition and fees at the school. 
Candidates will be judged on 
academic performance, extra- 
curricular activities, community 
service and/or work experi- 
ence, a demonstrated interest 
in advertising, communications, 
marketing or graphic design, 
personal recommendations, and 
a letter of introduction outlining 
future plans. More information is 
available at adclubwm.org. 

Applications are now avail- 
able for the Robert Bruno “5K 
Grand Sorriso” Gold Scholarship, 
created to honor Robert Bruno 
and his love of golf. Scholarship 
amounts are $5,000 and $2,000 
and will be awarded to gradu- 
ating AHS seniors who attend- 
ed Agawam schools and who 
have demonstrated excellent 
character and involvement with 
the AHS Golf Team. Skill level 
in playing golf is not a criterion. 
Application forms and instruc- 
tions are available in Naviance 
and must be postmarked on or 
before Feb. 28. 

The William R. Rooney 
Scholarship is available to high 
school seniors from Hampden 
County who have been on an 
IEP or 504 plan for two years. 
Visit horacesmithfund.org for 
an application. Applicants must 
identify their application as 
specifically for the William R. 
Rooney Scholarship. The dead- 


line is March 15. 

The Walter S. Barr Scholar- 
ship is available to residents to 
Hampden County who are mem- 
bers of the senior class at their 
local public or private secondary 
schools. Awards will be made 
on the basis of all available 
information, including school 
records, recommendations and 
examination scores. Awards 
will be continued through the 
four-year course if the student’s 
record and need justify such 
continuance. Consideration will 
be given to both the merit and 
financial need of the applicant. 
See horacesmithfund.org for de- 
tails. The deadline is March 15. 

Professional Women in Con- 
struction, Connecticut Chap- 
ter, will offer approximately 15 
scholarships to students (male 
or female) enrolled in under- 
graduate or graduate degree 
programs in construction, con- 
struction management, interior 
design, architecture, landscape 


design, or civil, mechanical, 
structural, and electrical engi- 
neering. The application is avail- 
able at pwcusa.org/chapters/ 
about-connecticut/connecti- 
cut-scholarship/ and is due 
March 25. 

Applications are now avail- 
able for the Emily K. Dushane 
Memorial Foundation Scholar- 
ship. Applicants must be gradu- 
ating from Agawam High School 
in 2020 and must be attending 
a college or university (full-time) 
this fall. Applications are avail- 
able in Naviance and are due by 
April 1. 

Applications are now avail- 
able for the Franco Liquori 
Memorial Scholarship. Appli- 
cants must be an Agawam 
High School graduate and must 
have attended Benjamin Phelps 
School. In addition, the candi- 
date must demonstrate need 
and academic ability. Scholar- 
ships will be made to one male 
and one female. The committee 


ANGELA'S HAIR SALON 


303A Springfield St., Agawam ° 413-786-6988 
Wednesday Special 


$10 HAIRCUTS FOR EVERYONE 
WALK-INS WELCOME 


MEN ¢ WOMEN e CHILDREN 


ALL HAIRCUTS $13 


(Free wash with every haircut) 


Tuesday Senior Discount $10.00 


Haircut 
SAVE 


W/COUPON EXP. 3/31/20 


may require a personal inter- 
view. Applications are available 
in Naviance and must be sub- 
mitted by April 1. 

The Agawam Rotary Club 
awards the Ray and Reita Mc- 
Carroll Memorial Scholarship 
scholarships to seniors from 
Agawam and West Springfield. 
The Selection Committee will 
choose students who best ex- 
emplify Rotary’s principal motto, 
“Service Above Self,” and who 
show leadership abilities and a 
desire to make a contribution to 
their home, school, community 
and country. The applicant must 
be a high school senior residing 
in Agawam or West Springfield 
and be attending or scheduled 
to attend an accredited aca- 
demic or technical college in the 
month of September following 
graduation from high school. 
Applications must be forwarded 
no later than April 1. Please see 
Naviance for an application. 

The Agawam Rotary Club 


ver 7 
S Choos 


$ 


00 
4 Teas 


from 


OFF 


$7 5or more 


exp. 6/30/2 


awards scholarships to seniors 
residing in Agawam, including 
the Beverly M. Ladizki and Da- 
vid A. Ladizki Scholarship. Ap- 
plicants must be a graduating 
high school senior residing in 
Agawam with intent to attend 
law school. Applicants must be 
scheduled to attend an accred- 
ited academic college or univer- 
sity in the month of September 
following graduation from high 
school. The application dead- 
line is April 1 and is available in 
Naviance. 

The Agawam Soccer Asso- 
ciation Scholarship application 
is now available. All applicants 
must be seniors who have 
participated in ASA soccer as 
a player and/or other ASA soc- 
cer-related activity such as 
coaching or refereeing. A grade 
average of B or higher must be 
maintained. Applications are 
available in Naviance and are 
due before April 1. 


sen HOUSE 


nESTAUES 


Breakfast ¢ Lunch e Dinner © Full Bar e Catering 
413-437-7440 ¢ crepesteahouse.com 
157 Feeding Hills Road, Southwick, MA 
OPEN 7AM-11PM 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 


Contested race 
will yield a 
better senator 


oters in the state Senate district 

\ | formerly represented by Donald 

Humason should be glad to have 

a choice in next months special election, 

though perhaps a little disappointed 
that there are only two candidates. 

Just one Democrat and one Republi- 
can are on the special primary election 
ballots for March 3. That's enough to 
guarantee a contested race in the March 
31 general election, but less interest 
than one would expect for an open seat 
in a district with a history of continu- 
ously re-electing incumbents, covering 
a collection of towns that have shown 
they are willing to elect, and re-elect, 
both Democrats and Republicans. Not 
to mention the timing of the election— 
standing alone in March, affording all 
the state representatives, city council- 
ors, selectmen and School Committee 
members in the district the opportunity 
for a “free run’ at the state Senate with- 
out having to give up re-election to their 
current seats. 

With such a diversity of opinion on 
display within the two major parties — 
just look at the wide range of options in 
this years Democratic presidential pri- 
mary, and at the large and varied field 
for the Republican nomination in 2016 
— it would have been nice to see several 
would-be senators step forward, to pres- 
ent voters with a primary fight in addi- 
tion to the general election. 

Instead, state Rep. John Velis of West- 
field staked out his claim early as the 
front-runner for the Democratic nomi- 
nation and quickly moved to make him- 
self the prohibitive favorite. Though he 
only represents one of the district's cit- 
ies, he’s been showing up at community 
events throughout the region for months 
— long before he “officially” declared his 
candidacy. 

On the Republican side, it looked for 
a little while like the party wouldn't have 
a nominee at all, after decades of GOP 
representation through Humason and 
Mike Knapik. Neither state Rep. Nicholas 
Boldyga, R-Southwick, nor any of the Re- 
publican or conservative-leaning town 
officials in the district, seemed inter- 
ested in the job. John Cain, a Southwick 
resident and Agawam businessman, in- 
stead suspended his 2020 congressional 
campaign to run for state Senate. 

The district has a history of clean- 
fought elections that nonetheless fea- 
ture candidates with differing views. 
That has something to do with the cit- 
ies and towns that make up the district, 
with a large mass of urban, liberal voters 
along the northern tier — Easthamp- 
ton, Holyoke, Chicopee — and a group 
of rural, very conservative towns in the 
southwestern corner — Granville, Mont- 
gomery, Russell, Southwick, Tolland. In 
the middle are the coveted swing votes 
of Agawam and Westfield. 

Each of these regions deserves to be 
represented in the March campaign, and 
with candidates from both major parties, 
it looks like they will be. A contested elec- 
tion will allow Humasonss successor to be 
chosen in a debate on the issues, rather 
than a coronation. It will force both sides 
to answer questions and make promises 
not only to their own base, but their own 
moderates and to swing voters from the 
other side. No matter which of these can- 
didates is elected in March, he will be a 
better and more accountable Senator af- 
ter having gone through the process. 

Contested elections are always good. 
This one will be no exception. It’s only a 
shame that voters won't have a choice to 
make in the primary elections, too. 


What do you think about the election? 
Send your letters to the editor to aan@tur- 
ley.com. 
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FAITH MATTERS 


What does God require? 


— embark on a journey of self-discovery. Im- 

proving ourselves; learning new things; making 
new friends; helping people; becoming 
changed people. We all have our own 
struggles, yet inevitably we change. And 
along the way we might come to wonder 
what it is that God requires of us. 

God gave us a simple formula to un- 
derstand what is required of us. Found 
in the Hebrew Scriptures (Micah 6:8), it 
says: “He has shown you, O mortal, what 
is good. And what does the Lord require 
of you? To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God’ 


L you think about it, people of faith — all faiths 











Ken Blanchard 


us. God who created us, sustains us and redeems 
us also walks with us every step of the way. That 
alone should keep us humble! Were worth a lot to 
God! We mean a lot to God! God calls us 
not only children, but friends, and God 
walks with us. 

As long as injustice, poverty, and op- 
pression exist anywhere in our world, 
we need to be reminded of these words 
in Micah 6:8. It doesn't matter that they 
come from the Old Testament Hebrew 
Scriptures — it is still the word of God! 
Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly. 
That is what brings about a transformed 
life. 











First, how do we act justly? The He- 
brew word for justice is intended to 
mean more than “getting even’ or “making others 
pay for what they did’ It means the restoration of 
balance, the righting of relationships; it isn't only 
fairness or rewarding good and punishing evil. The 
kind of justice God requires is making sure every- 
one has what they need; making sure we lift others 
up in prayer and offer our help to the most needy 
people among us. 

Second, how do we love mercy, or kindness? 
The very way this is worded tells us that it’s not 
merely the doing that is needed. What is needed 
is that we “love’ mercy, that we “love” kindness. 
It’s not just doing the act, but an intense appreci- 
ation for doing the right thing. The act has to be 
done when it is called for, but it has to spring from 
a place of love. It has to be sincere. We have to love 
doing it. 

Third, how do we walk humbly with God? One 
way this is translated is “to live in communion with 
God. It is to embrace the notion that God is with 


But these things that God requires 

of us are not listed to show us how we 

can earn God's favor. They are listed to tell us how 

we are to respond to God's favor. Because God so 

loved us, this is how we are to return the favor to 

others. God chose us. God sees something inside 

each of us that can be used in service for other peo- 
ple. 

I saw a good sign outside of the Powder Mill 
School in Southwick. It said: “January 1 is the 
first blank page of a 366 page book. Write a good 
one! (Remember: it’s a leap year.)” As we write the 
books of our lives this year, let's remember to ask 
ourselves: “What does God require of us?” The list 
in Micah 6:8 tells us. God yearns for us to seek jus- 
tice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
God in response to all God has done for us. We are 
blessed, and God asks us to be blessings to others 
in return. Amen. 


Ken Blanchard is the pastor at Agawam United 
Methodist Church on Mill Street in Feeding Hills. 


Our Back Pages 


From yesteryear’s editions of the Agawam Advertiser 
News, compiled by Michael Ballway. 


A year ago: The City Council on Feb. 19, 2019, approved 
$160,000 in Community Preservation Act spending to 
make improvements at local parks. The new equipment 
includes 16 new aluminum bleachers to replace the last 
of the wooden stands at youth sports facilities such as 
Borgatti Field, St. John’s Field and Shea Field; and rub- 
berized playground surfaces at Borgatti Park and May- 
nard Street, the last two town playgrounds that had not 
been converted. 

Five years ago: Officials and residents gathered at the 
Agawam Municipal Golf Course on Feb. 12, 2015, to bid 


farewell to Deborah Dachos after a 33-year career as 
Agawam’s first town planning and economic develop- 
ment director. “She brought a deep passion and a lot of 
integrity to the job as our first and only planner in town 
history,” commented Mayor Richard Cohen. 

Ten years ago: The Agawam Advertiser News of Feb. 
18, 2010, included a historical sketch of Shaer’s Market, 
a neighborhood grocery store on Springfield Street that 
served as an anchor and gathering place for the Feeding 
Hills community in the days before large supermarkets 
came to town. Jim, Joe and Tom Shaer — three of the 
six children of market owners Domit and Eva Shaer — 
recalled the lessons in responsibility and customer ser- 
vice they learned in the family business. 
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Poetry Corner 





Valentine's Day 


Hearts, flowers, chocolates remind us it’s 
Valentine's Day 


A day set aside to spread love and cheer 
To all those who we hold dear 


Roses in the pretty vintage vase 
Put a smile on her face 


Love songs on the radio for us to hear and 
sing along 
Oh, how we remember that old song! 


From the Poetry Circle 
at Heritage Hall North 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 


cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ 
turley.com. 
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When heart art is everywhere 


erywhere. During the early days and 
remaining weeks of the month the 
National Heart Association ad- 


I: February, the heart themes are ev- 


They used the free tickets to fly to sun- 
ny Florida visiting family and experiencing 
new, first-hand southern hospitality. On a 

Sunday morning they visited a 





vocates learning about heart 
health for everyone no matter 
what their age.. 

Then, in New England, Feb. 
14, Valentine's Day arrives near 
the middle of the month bring- 
ing warmth into typically dark, 
dreary, wintry days. 

February is also the time 
when classrooms are bright- 
ened with red and pink hearts on 
themed bulletin boards, and in 
school corridors. It’s when brick 
and mortar merchants decorate aisles with 
intriguing, lovely household items offer- 
ing sales that make your heart skip a beat 
or two. And, it’s when grocery stores offer 
all shapes and sizes of Valentine boxes of 
cookies, chocolates and magnificent des- 
serts. 

Heart art and Valentines appear just 
about everywhere. Even after February. 

Reportedly, “Once upon an almost life- 
time ago, because of an overcrowded airline 
flight, a couple unexpectedly got ‘bumped’ 
when returning from a business trip. Sur- 
prisingly they qualified for free, round-trip 
tickets to anywhere in the U.S.A’ 








all 
Joan E. B. Coombs 





nearby church. They met a “Hi 
Yall” visitor hostess who put a 
bright red, bold-white-lettered 
heart sticker reading: "YOU ARE 
LOVED!! onto their clothing. 
Later on in the morning service, 
all visitors wearing the red-heart 
stickers were welcomed again. 

Further conversations _ re- 
vealed: “After enjoying days visit- 
ing family, sun and surf, on their 
flight home- for sentimental rea- 
sons, the wife wanted to savor 
warm memories and put her ‘I LOVE YOU’ 
sticker inside her pocket-sized calendar. 
But, her husband's sticker was missing. 

About a week later, another business 
appointment brought that couple to a 
neighboring state, less than a two-hour 
drive away, to a computer companys large 
corporate headquarters. 

“Want to come along?” the wife was 
asked. Reportedly, within a single bound, 
office work, laptop, light snacks and coffee 
were packed. 

Enjoying the comfortable, accommo- 
dating lobby, the visiting spouse watched 
her husband and throngs of other business 





Early voting set for presidential primary election 


Agawam and Feeding Hills residents 
will be able to cast early ballots in the week 
before the March 3 presidential primary 
election. 

Polls will be open at the Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, Feb. 24- 
28, with additional evening hours until 7 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27. Any registered voter 
in town may participate. Unlike absentee 
voting, this early voting period does not 
require a medical, religious or travel-based 


PIPELINE & from page 1 


environment and public health. 

“As a relatively new homeowner in Aga- 
wam, this project scares me, said Abby 
Massaro. 

She read from a letter by Linda Grimal- 
di, a neighbor of the Tennessee Gas com- 
pressor station on Suffield Street. Grimal- 
di wrote that Tennessee Gas was a decent 
neighbor until its acquisition by Kinder 
Morgan, and the expansion of its line into 
Suffield two years ago. That work brought 
with it noise and health effects such as 
headaches and nosebleeds. The company 
no longer advises neighbors of loud “blow- 
downs’ before they happen, and customer 
service in general has declined, Grimaldi's 
letter said. She also mentioned the 2017 in- 
cident in which a Tennessee Gas contractor 
dumped water contaminated with carcin- 
ogens at the compressor station property, 
where it could seep into groundwater. 

Pipeline opponents also mentioned 
the 2018 natural gas pipeline explosions in 
Lawrence and neighboring towns. 

Susan Grossberg, who had organized 
a petition to call the public hearing, said 
officials in Easthampton, Holyoke and 
Northampton had rejected expansion of 
natural gas infrastructure in their cities, 
which eliminates the need for extra pipe- 
line capacity in Agawam. She and Nancy 
Bobskill said the pipeline, if built, will be- 
come an unused “stranded asset, and a 
waste of more than $50 million of ratepay- 
ers money. 

“In the big picture, it’s simply a matter 
of doing the right thing, agreed William 
Bobskill. “If weve got three mayors of neigh- 
boring cities who are standing against this, 
why arent we getting on board? We just 
dont need this thing.’ 

Wendy Hollis said the pipeline will inev- 
itably leak methane, a greenhouse gas, and 
have adverse health effects on residents 
along Suffield Street. 

“If we don't need this gas, why are we 


exemption. 

Registered voters have the option to 
request an early voting ballot through the 
mail. Applications are available at www. 
sec.state.ma.us/ele. They may be filled out 
and mailed to Town Clerk, 36 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA 01001. 

Early voting in person is just like voting 
on Election Day, except that residents of 
all precincts will vote at the Senior Center. 
Voters arrive during the designated hours, 
check in with the warden and cast their 


subjecting ourselves to this level of toxins?” 
she asked. 

After the public hearing closed, Council 
President Christopher Johnson gave a long 
summary of the issue, saying the town has 
no authority to approve or disapprove the 
project. Denying the easement would sim- 
ply mean swapping the $150,000 payment 
for an eminent domain court case, which 
would likely pay less. 

“I happen to agree with a lot of what 
youve said, but I have to vote what's in the 
best interest of the town, Johnson said. 
“Were not being asked to approve the proj- 
ect. Were being asked only to approve the 
expansion of easements.’ 

Rosemary Sandlin was the only city 
councilor to vote against the easement. 

“Tt's about principle, and all our young 
people who are experiencing more and 
more kinds of cancers, she said. 

City Councilor Cecilia Calabrese said 
she has confidence that Henry Kozloski 
and the town Conservation Commission 
would be vigilant about enforcing environ- 
mental restrictions on the company's work. 

Johnson did disagree with some of the 
citizen speakers assertions. He said the 
high-pressure Tennessee Gas network can- 
not be compared with low-pressure retail 
networks, such as those operated by Co- 
lumbia Gas. Tennessee Gas is subject to 
stringent federal laws and is “100 times” 
safer than local service pipelines. 

He also said regardless of what local 
mayors have said, Tennessee Gas has a con- 
tract with Columbia Gas and Holyoke Gas 
and Electric to provide a natural gas supply. 
He said documents from the Federal Ener- 
gy Regulatory Commission show 60 per- 
cent of the need for the new pipeline is to 
replace existing capacity in other pipelines 
that will be bypassed, and both Columbia 
(90 percent) and Holyoke (10 percent) have 
promised they will take advantage of the 
new capacity. 

“If they can't demonstrate [a need for] 
the additional capacity, FERC wont let them 
go forward with the project, Johnson said. 


ballots. Once someone has voted early, he 
or she will be marked on the voter rolls to 
prevent double-voting. 

Participants in early voting, like voters 
on March 3, will be able to vote in the pres- 
idential primary election, as well as the pri- 
mary for the special state senate election. 
Registered members of the Democratic, 
Republican, Libertarian and Green-Rain- 
bow parties can vote on their partyss ballot; 
political independents (“unenrolled”) can 
choose to vote on any party's primary ballot. 
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participants wait in line and have his/her 
name checked and get their identification 
badges. 

Waiting was easy. Computer work done; 
informational presentation over. Quickly 
the couple joined the bustling crowd wind- 
ing through the lobby, waiting for eleva- 
tors, then streaming out the doors, down 
the carpeted corridors and outside into the 
tiered, concrete parking garage. 

When finally driving onto the clear, open 
highway, a sunny cloudless sky added to the 
feeling of a successful day with a good, sol- 
id, sales and product presentation given by 
driver for his employer's business firm. 

Reportedly, “Ihe couple decided to 
drive on the thruway. Then stop for dinner. 
About 45 minutes later they pulled into a 
restaurant's parking lot. When reaching to 
release his seatbelt, the driver saw a flam- 
ing-red, ‘YOU ARE LOVED! heart sticker 
stuck knee-high on his left pants leg.” 

Apparently the conversation went like 
this: “How long has this been here?” 

“WHAT'S been WHERE?” 

Gasps. Groans. Over-all embarrass- 
ment. “But, maybe it was the heartiest pre- 
sentation ever?’ Side-splitting, knee-slap- 
ping, tear-streaming laughter rocked the 
little parked car. 

Hmm. Reportedly, after February heart 
art can be anywhere. 


Those who do not vote in the early vot- 
ing period can cast their ballots on March 
3. Polls will be open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
usual polling places in Agawam and Feed- 
ing Hills. 

The last day to register to vote, or change 
parties, in time for the March 3 election is 
Wednesday, Feb. 12. The clerk's office on 
the first floor of Town Hall will be open un- 
til 8 p.m. that day. 

For more information, contact the town 
clerk's office at 413-786-0400, ext. 8215. 





Susan Grossberg points to a diagram of the Tennessee Gas Pipeline network on Feb. 10 while Town Solic- 
itor Stephen Buoniconti, left, and City Councilor Dino Mercadante, right, look on. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 





Marcia Haas expresses her opposition to Tennessee Gas Pipeline expansion in Agawam during the Feb. 10 


City Council meeting. 
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Party honoring former DPW foreman again aids animal shelter 


On Saturday, Feb. 8, 
hosted by and at the Italian 
Sporting Club, more than 
50 friends and coworkers of 
Jim Flynn, the Agawam Wa- 
ter Department foreman 
who unexpectedly died in 
the fall of 2015, celebrat- 
ed his 66th birthday with 
the fifth annual Flynner’s 
Birthday Party. The event 
honors Flynn’s memory and 
benefits his favorite charity, 
the Dakin Humane Society, 
this year raising over $1,200 
for a five-year total of over 
$5,000. 

Attendees enjoyed Pa- 
jers Superette antipasto, 
Valenti Pizza and Jim's 
signature “Flynner’s World 
Famous Texas Chili’ In- 
cluded was an Irish bless- 





Agawam DPW alumni John Conti and Larry Montagna enjoy Valenti’s Pizza at the fifth an- 


nual Flynner’s Birthday Party. 


Supporting 


students. 
a 


lives. Ha [| 


STCC 





ing given by “Monsignor” 

Ed Ennis and a John James- 
on Irish Whiskey toast, 
sponsored by Ed Adamski, 
both longtime friends of 
Flynn. Attendees viewed 
a display of and were able 
to take their favorites from 
Flynn's thousands of pho- 
tos. One of his life's pas- 
sions was photography, as 
was skiing throughout the 
world. 

Paula Montagna, the 
event organizer, thanked 
Italian Sporting Club Pres- 
ident Albert Sapelli and 
event sponsors Fred Pajer, 
Joe Valenti and Ed Adams- 
ki. Next year's event will 
again be held at the Italian 
Sporting Club in Agawam 
on Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021. 





Longtime friends Harold Ellis and retired DPW coworker Larry Mon- 
tagna share memories of the late Jim Flynn last weekend at the annu- 
al fundraiser held in his honor. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


— 
Event organizer Paula Montagna’s grandchildren, Mason Ward and 
Nora Hazelwood, admire some of Flynn’s thousands of photographs. 





Danny Barrett, Jodi Ramah, iaigy DeSimone and Doreen Boroweic 
enjoy Pajer’s antipasto. 


“Monsignor” Ed Ennis gives the traditional Irish 
blessing and toast in Jim Flynn’s memory 


Amy H. Carberry 
Fine Arts Gallery 





Harold Ellis, Marilyn Perreault and Sue Conlon share memories of Jim Flynn’s picnic gatherings at his 
cottage on Echo Lake in Leverett. 


Fallacies: 

Black Identity Extremist = 
Black Identity Enthusiast, 
Kiayani Douglas 


February 3-29 


Artist Talk February 27 


at The Forum 

(Learning Commons) 

Kiayani Douglas has spent the 

last three years developing an 
interdisciplinary body of work 
called Black Identity Enthusiast. 
B.I.E. is a body of work geared 
towards curating conversations 
rooted in race history and privilege. 
She creates workshops where 
students of all disciplines can 

learn about American Black History, 
while making connections to Math, 
Science, History and literature. 

A series of student workshops 

and art faculty will be held 
throughout the month. 
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COLLEEN & from page 1 


time at Chez Josef. 

The idea of represent- 
ing her hometown in the 
parade took root when she 
was 10 and her mother 
brought her to the colleen 
coronation ceremony, to 
cheer for one of her friends’ 
daughters. She remembers 
being allowed to try on the 
colleenss sash. 

“Since I put that thing 
on, I was like, ‘I want to do 
this.” 

Shes looking forward to 
more than the parade. As 
colleen, Thomson will have 
a full schedule over the next 
month, including meetings 
with her counterparts from 
neighboring communities. 

“We do a lot with the 
other towns  colleens, 
Thomson said. “Were going 
to learn to Irish dance, so 
that'll be fun.’ 

Thomson said she faced 
some difficult competition 
during the Feb. 8 corona- 
tion. 

“I was with an amazing 
group of girls, she said. “Ev- 
eryone deserved to win.’ 

Accompanying ‘Thom- 
son on the float will be five 
members of her court — 
the runners-up in the com- 
petition, Brianna Benjamin, 
Arianna Donovan, ‘Tessa 
Fitzgerald, Eme Oberheim 
and Brianna Viens. Like 
Thomson, all are seniors at 
Agawam High School. 

The colleen was _ cho- 
sen by three judges from 
out of town, with no con- 
nection to any of the con- 
testants, Doreen Doyle of 
Springfield, Diane Gould 
of Westhampton and Kathy 
Viens of Holyoke. The judg- 
es said they were looking 
for poise and personality, 
education and community 
service, and a well-round- 
ed individual. They agreed 
that all six were strong con- 
testants. 

“If we could pick them 
all, wed pick them all,’ said 
Viens. “Any one of the six 
could easily fit the bill 


Award winners 

As part of the corona- 
tion ceremony, each of the 
contestants was invited to 
write an essay about her 
Irish heritage. The winner 
of the William Pfau Essay 
Contest was Eme Oberhe- 
im, who wrote about her 
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Contestants in the colleen competition hold hands as the results are announced. Pictured, 
from left, are Brianna Benjamin, Arianna Donovan, Tessa Fitzgerald, Ene Oberheim, Emma 
Thomson and Brianna Viens. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


Michael Clark. 


parade Marshal Laurie O’Connell receives her sash 
and shillelagh from St. Patrick’s Committee mem- 


ber Mary Jo Safford. 


“poppa — grandfather — 
Michael Clark. 

She described him as 
“the strongest person I 
know’ and said she admires 
his “loyalty, wittiness and 
never-ending charisma. 

“He has always been a 
charmer and puts anyone at 


. ww Tae 
— Products at Affordable Prices iB = 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789- 2074 3 


ae OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
a Thurs., Fri. 9am- -8pm: CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 





William Pfau essay contest winner Eme Oberheim 
stands with the subject of her essay, her “Poppa,” 
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and Brianna Benjamin. 





Bailey Thomas, the 2019 colleen, crowns her suc- 
cessor Emma Thomson at the Agawam St. Patrick’s 


Committee event on Feb. 8. 


her sash. 


ease with a magic I hope 
to have, Oberheim wrote. 
“These traits he has influ- 
enced me to want to be part 
of something bigger, and 
not only help myself and my 


WED., MARCH 18 
Cirque Flip 


Fabrique: Blizzard | : 
UMass Fine Arts Center | 


Amherst, MA 


glenmeadow.org 





Erin panseiiia a 2018 cniber of the Colleen’s 
Court, helps 2020 court member Brianna Viens with 


family, but others, too.’ 

The St. Patrick’s Com- 
mittee also presented sash- 
es and gifts to the parade 
marshal and winners of 
two other awards it gives 


: TUES., APRIL 28 
: Alvin Ailey 


American 
' Dance Theatre 


2 UMass Fine Arts Center : 
: Amherst, MA 





AaaWann s 2020 colleen, Emma Thomson, third from left, stands with the member of 
her court, from left, Brianna Viens, Eme Oberheim, Tessa Fitzgerald, Arianna Donovan 





| ' 
The colleen contest judges were, from left, Kathy Viens, Diane Gould 


and Doreen Doyle. 





Mayor William Sapelli recognizes Anthony Boido as recipient of the 
2020 Citizenship Award. 


to adults every year. Laurie 
O'Connell, the parade mar- 
shal, described her years of 
volunteering with the com- 
mittee as “all lots of hard 
work but tons of fun.’ She 
also thanked her family, par- 
ticularly her grandchildren. 

“What I do is for them,’ 
said O'Connell. “They mean 
everything to me. 

Kay Benson, who re- 
ceived the Anne Sullivan 
Award, read a history of 
the award’s namesake, who 
was a Feeding Hills resident 
who became Helen Keller's 
teacher and friend. 

Anthony Boido, winner 
of the Citizenship Award, 
used his speech to draw at- 
tention to some of the caus- 


oh 4 BAM M ERSTE, S a 
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: THURS., JUNE 11 
South Pacific 


Goodspeed 
Opera House 
East Haddam, CT 


Offered in partnership 
with the Springfield JCC 


es for which he has volun- 
teered, including Shriners 
Hospital for Children in 
Springfield. He said he was 
taken by the young patients 
at the hospital. 

“If you ever need to feel 
this inspiration and _ feel 
this strength, please step 
into Shriners Hospital,’ he 
said. “It’s an inspiration to 
me, it’s an inspiration to my 
family. They are truly strong 
individuals and they give 
me so much inspiration’ 

The three award winners 
will walk or ride at the head 
of the Agawam  contin- 
gent in the annual parade, 
which kicks off at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, March 22, on the 
streets of Holyoke. 


Se 


Pele eerie 


| WED., AUGUST 12 


Anne of Green 
: Gables 


: Goodspeed 
| Opera House 
| East Haddam, CT 


i Offered in partnership 
i with the Springfield JCC 


Candide Oct. 21, Goodspeed, East Haddam, CT 


For more information or to register, call Linda Edwards at 413-567-3951, 
email ledwards@glenmeadow.org, or visit gleenmeadow.org/events. 





@turleysports www.turleysports.com 


FF Jacebook.com/turleysports 


SPORTS 





MIAA 


Tournaments 
would include 
half of state’s 
H.S. teams 


Editors note: This is the third 
of a four-part series to break down 
the statewide tournament propos- 
al, what it is, its effect on the West- 
ern Mass. region, the challenges, 
and how your athletic directors 
and coaches feel about it. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association's Tour- 
nament Management Committee 
states that between 46 and 55 per- 
cent of teams will qualify for their 
division's respective tournament 
in most of the major sports. 

But the question on the minds 
of many Western Massachusetts 
athletic directors, coaches, ath- 
letes, and parents is, how many of 
those teams will be from Western 
Massachusetts? 

The answer, essentially, is al- 
most as many teams that qualify 
now. 

Now, how is that possible? 

Thanks to a compromise 
during the committees process 
of formulating a proposal, any 
team that finishes with a .500 re- 
cord or above will qualify for the 
state tournament. Those teams 
that are not power-ranked in the 
top 32 (or 16 in some cases), will 
get an opportunity to play into 
the tournament. Teams below the 
No. 32-ranked team will be seeded 
lower and have to “play-in’ to the 
tournament through preliminary 
round games. 

What that will leave out under 
Western Massachusetts current 
format, is the ability to for teams 
that place first or second in their 
leagues to qualify. 

Under current rules, leagues in 
Western Mass., which are aligned 
by the Pioneer Valley Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association, send 
their first and second place fin- 
ishers to tournament regardless 
of their overall records. It’s a small 
percentage of the teams that 
qualify, but it does happen consis- 
tently each season. 

However, with an expansion 
to a fifth division for major sports 
like baseball, soccer, basketball, 
softball, football, and girls volley- 
ball, the competition might allow 
for more teams to qualify for tour- 
nament. 

According to the MIAA pro- 
posal, the sports that will have 
four divisions: Tennis, lacrosse, 
and field hockey, the MIAA sug- 
gests that between 53 and 62 
percent of teams in the state will 
qualify for those tournaments. Ice 
hockey will have an estimated 62 
percent qualify for tournament 
across three divisions. 

There is also a provision in 
the proposal to allow the sport 
committee to create subdivisions, 
such as a Division “1A.” However, 
the parameters how and why that 
would happen are not clear. 
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HOCKEY 













Kannon Grover pushes a wrist shot toward the goal. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - The 
Agawam High School ice hockey 
team certainly has seen its share 
of struggles the past few years 
and most certainly will not make 
the playoffs this season. But the 
Brownies have had some encour- 
aging performances this year, 


Michael Beaudry makes his way up the ice pursued by three Bombers. 


Brownies drop league game to Bombers 
ge 4 aa 


including a 4-2 loss against West- 
field last week. It was the second 
time in 11 days the two teams had 
seen each other. The other game 
was also close, with Westfield 
coming out on top 2-0. Agawam is 
2-11-2 this season. 








BASKETBALL 


Falcons edge Brownies in Suburban League action 


The loss further buries 
Agawam s playoff hopes 


By Bob Schron 
sports@turley.com 


WILBRAHAM -Jason Ofcar- 
cik of Minnechaug scored 18 
points including nine in the de- 
cisive fourth quarter and the Fal- 
cons held off Agawam, 63-60 in 
a Suburban League game. With 
its 55-45 victory over West Side 
Thursday, the Falcons had won 
six straight games heading into 
the final weeks of league play. 

In a_ back-and-forth game 
which included multiple ties and 
lead changes, Minnechaug (10- 
6, 4-1) and Agawam (3-12) were 
tied, 44-all going into the fourth 
quarter. 
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ss-Collins emerges from a crowd to shoot. 
PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 








Max Blanton gets layup ahead of his opponent 


uy 





Boys Basketball 
Friday, Feb. 14 
Monday, Feb. 17 


Wednesday, Feb. 19 


Girls Basketball 
Thursday, Feb. 13 
Tuesday, Feb. 18 


The Week Ahead 


Away 
Away 
Home 


Away 
Home 


Ice Hockey 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 
Tuesday, Feb. 18 


Wrestling 
Saturday, Feb. 15 


Away 
Home 


Away 


February 18, 2020 I 


Westfield 7 p.m. 
Chicopee Comp 7 p.m. 
Minnechaug 7 p.m. 


Minnechaug 7 p.m. 
Hampshire 7 p.m. 


Longmeadow 6:30 p.m. 
Southwick 12 p.m. 


Western Mass. Meet 
(at Central) 10 a.m. 





MIAA Bracketology 
returning soon 


March Madness is com- 
ing, and for the second 
straight year, Turley Sports 
will bring you “MIAA brack- 
etology. 

In two weeks, in our Feb- 
ruary 27 and 28 issues of all 
Turley Publications papers, 
the sports department will 
be presenting its picks for 
the MIAA Western Mas- 
sachusetts Tournaments. 
There will be four brackets 
for boys basketball, and 
four brackets for girls bas- 
ketball. 

The brackets will detail 
our picks to make it all the 
way to our own sectional 
championships, held right 
at the famed Curry Hicks 
Cage on the campus of the 
University of Massachu- 
setts-Amherst. 

Will we be right, or will 
we be wrong? Who knows. 
But we sincerely hope our 
readers enjoy following the 
progress of the Western 
Mass. tournament, that is 
one of the most popular 
tournaments that takes 
place in the year. Whether 


TOURNEY 
from page 10 


Also still unclear is how 
the MaxPreps power rank- 
ings system would work. 
While a sample ranking 
system using last seasons 
soccer playoffs as an exam- 
ple, plenty of Western and 
Central Mass. teams quali- 
fied. 

But it is still unclear 
exactly how MaxPreps 
would rank the teams in 
Western Massachusetts, 
how it would take into ac- 
count the diversity in the 
teams Western Mass. plays 
against with the vast geog- 
raphy, versus the density in 
Eastern Massachusetts. 

The proposal also does 
not list how many games 
a team must play to be 
considered for postseason 
play. Right now, most sea- 
sons average between 16 
and 20 games. Lacrossee, 
field hockey, volleyball, and 
soccer are known for 16-18 
game seasons while base- 
ball, softball, and basket- 
ball often play between 18 


it is Division | or Division 4, 
the basketball tournaments 
are some of most exciting 
action of the year. 

The brackets we will be 
presenting in two weeks 
will reflect simple guesses 
on the part of Turley Sports 
with short commentary be- 
low each bracket to explain 
our brackets. We encourage 
you to compare our brack- 
ets to your own. We hope 
you enjoy watching the 
tournament unfold from 
Feb. 24 when the first round 
is scheduled to begin, all 
the way to Curry Hicks 
Cage on March 7 and 8. 

The tournament brack- 
ets are scheduled to be re- 
leased on Saturday, Feb. 22. 
The Turley Sports bracke- 
tology will be prepared the 
following day prior to the 
start of the tournament, 
and then will available on- 
line through our turley.com 
website and will be pub- 
lished in the papers avail- 
able Thursday, Feb. 27 and 
Friday, Feb. 28. Happy tour- 
nament to all! 


and 20 games. 

One part of the proposal 
does lay out the home and 
away situation. It states 
that preliminary play-in 
games, and the first three 
rounds, the round of 32, 16, 
and 8 (quarterfinals) will 
be at the site of the home 
seed. However, all home 
sites have to meet MIAA 
standards to host a home 
game. If a site does not, the 
home school athletic di- 
rector can attempt to find 
an acceptable site, or the 
lower seed would host the 
game. In extreme cases, the 
tournament director will be 
charged with finding an ac- 
ceptable site. 


Date determined 
for final vote 

The MIAA has reached 
a decision on holding a 
special meeting on the pro- 
posal. The statewide tour- 
nament proposal will be 
voted on Feb. 28 at a special 
meeting at 9:30 a.m. at Ass- 
abet Valley Technical High 

School in Marlborough. 


Find us online: 
www.sports.turley.com 
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Bay State Games begins partnership with 
Gentle Giant Moving Company 


WOBURN - Bay State Games and 
Gentle Giant Moving Company are 
excited to announce a partnership. 
Through this partnership, Gentle Gi- 
ant will serve as the official moving 
and storage company of Bay State 
Games for the Summer Games. 

“The Bay State Games’ mission of 
promoting personal development, ed- 
ucation, physical fitness, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship directly aligns 
with Gentle Giant's core focus of de- 
veloping exemplary leaders and our 
history of employing high level ath- 


letes. Were very excited to be able to 
support the Bay State Games and con- 
nect with their network of athletes, 
says Craig Averett, Gentle Giant Re- 
cruiting Manager and 1995 Bay State 
Games competitor. 

Of the budding relationship, Bay 
State Games Executive Director, Kev- 
in Cummings says, “since 1982, Bay 
State Games has produced programs 
that develop students, athletes, and 
the future leaders of tomorrow. Gentle 
Giant shares many of these same val- 
ues and we look forward to our part- 


nership which will focus on providing 
opportunities for student-athletes.’ 

Gentle Giant has a 40-year his- 
tory of hiring the best and brightest 
athletes at their offices across New 
England and in several other regional 
locations. If you are looking for a paid 
work out, a flexible schedule, and 
competitive benefits please visit www. 
gentlegiant.com/careers for more 
information or to fill out the prelimi- 
nary application 

For questions, email info@bay- 
stategames.org or call 781-932-6555. 





Thunderbirds fall to Hershey 


HERSHEY, Penn. - The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (26-23-2-0) could not 
come up with answers after a two- 
goal second period burst from the 
Hershey Bears (30-15-2-3), who came 
away with a 5-2 win on Saturday night 
inside the Giant Center. 

Springfield turned to Ryan Bed- 
nard in net, and the rookie had a 
great bounce-back first period just 
three nights after he was pulled after 
20 minutes and three goals against 
in Hartford. This first frame was Bed- 
nard at his best, as he had answers for 
all 10 Hershey shots. 

His best stop of the night and pos- 
sibly of his young rookie season came 
with Hershey on a power play in the 
closing minutes of the period and Phil 
Maillet stationed on the back post 
with a seemingly open net. Instead, 
Bednard sprawled to his left and got 
the left-hand catching mitt up to 


BASKETBALL 


from page 1 


But then Ofcarcik took over. A 63” 
sophomore, Ofcarcik made all the big 
plays down the stretch to assure the 
win. With an opportunity to tie it in 
the closing seconds, Agawam com- 
mitted a critical turnover. 

“Jason has had an outstanding sea- 
son for us, said Minnechaug coach 
Mike Orzech. “Hes been consistent. 
He plays both ends of the floor. You 
could say he’s our hardest worker. 

“But all of our players compete at a 
very high level: 

This was apparent against Aga- 
wam. ‘The underdog visitors con- 
structed a pair of runs in each half 
which set the Falcons back on their 
heels. Leading 13-8 (threes by Mike 
Devine and Luke Angelica), the Fal- 
cons feel prey to a 9-0 Agawam run. 
But they regrouped in back of their 
switching defenses. It included a 
press which forced the ball out of Max 
Blanton's hands. 

The press created three turn- 
overs and got the game back to Min- 
nechaug’s tempo. 

Blanton and Zachary Moccio each 
scored 17 to pace Agawam’ scoring. 

Minnechuags senior leadership 
creates this resilience. 

“(The seniors) Mike Talaia, Max 
Torrence, Griffin McQuaide and Luke 
are out leaders, said the Minnechaug 
coach. “We have six sophomores. In 
the highs and lows of any basketball 
season, you need experienced kids.’ 

Earlier, Minnechaug lost four 
straight games, its starting point 
guard (Max Torres) out during part of 
this stretch. It included a sound 89- 
54 loss at the hands of Central. At the 
end of it, 

“West Side shocked us (69-57 de- 
feat). We were in a tailspin, admitted 
Orzech. 


snatch the goal away and get the game 
into the intermission scoreless. 

The T-Birds power play had two 
chances in the first 12 minutes of the 
period to get an advantage, but Her- 
sheys Eastern Conference-best penal- 
ty kill did the job on two chances. 

Hershey finally cracked Bednard at 
2:40 when Axel Jonsson-Fjallby picked 
up a Springfield turnover on the right- 
wing side in center and snapped a 
shot under the crossbar to give the 
Bears the 1-0 lead. 

After Maillet got snakebitten in the 
first, he got his payback at 9:23 of the 
second period after Christian Djoos 
deked into the high slot before finding 
Maillet on the right post for a tap-in to 
extend the lead to 2-0. 

In desperate need of a jolt, Henrik 
Borgstrom provided just that for the 
T-Birds at 15:43 as he lifted a wrist 
shot from the high slot through a 





Zach Moccio reaches out for the layup. 
PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


“But we found our way out of it. 
The win over Chicopee Comp helped 
reverse our course. 

At Comp, Ofcarcik scored 21, An- 
gelica 17 and Devine 15 as the Falcons 
held off a stirring fourth quarter 18-6 
fourth quarter comeback by Comp on 
its home floor. 

A 62° guard, Devine has been a key 
performer. He is listed as a backcourt 
player, but in this evolutionary time of 
positionless basketball, he plays ev- 
erywhere. 

“Matt’s having a tremendous sea- 
son, said the coach. “He can score, 
handle it, and he’s our best defender: 

The two have been among the 
group which has been one of many 
teams to make this into a yearlong ef- 
fort. The Falcons competed in the Jack 





Bears 


screen and past Hershey goaltender 
Pheonix Copley to cut the lead in half, 
21, 

The Bears then extended their lead 
with their first of two power play goals 
at 3:58 of the final period as Djoos 
beat Bednard under the crossbar from 
the right circle to up the Hershey ad- 
vantage to 3-1. 

Alex Alexeyev joined in on the de- 
fense scoring for Hershey when he 
slipped a left-circle wrist shot through 
Bednard at 12:08. Joel Lowry would 
answer that goal 35 seconds later to 
pick up his eighth point against Her- 
shey in six games this season. The goal 
was Lowry s seventh of the year. 

With time winding down, Maillet 
got open at the back post and finished 
off a cross-crease feed from Alexeyev 
on the power play at 16:34 to put the 
finishing touches on the Bears’ win. 


Mike Berthaiume shoots on the hoop. 


Troy this summer. They then played in 
a fall league in Hartford leading up to 
the season. 

The commitment is there, it’s pret- 
ty obvious, said Orzech. 

The Falcons have qualified for the 
tournament and the next two weeks pres- 
ent the opportunity to win the league. 

“We control our destiny, said the 
coach. 

The showdown for first place is 
Thursday when Minnechaug plays at 
Sabis. 

“Tt ll be a tough game, said Orzech. 
“We defeated them (59-54 at home) 
the first time we played. But Trey 
Hodge is one of the best players in 
Western Mass. He's very quick and 
weve always had a difficult time de- 
fending him.’ 





Obituary 


James D. Shaer, 67 


bb) 


James D. “Jim 
Shaer of Melrose was 
known to many as a 
person who _ helped 
others and worked 
for the greater good 
in his community, 
state, region and na- 
tion while being a de- 
voted family man. He 
consistently reached 
such heights in daily life and his 40-year 
career in public policy and service, govern- 
ment relations and media. Shaer died Sat- 
urday, Feb. 1. He was 61. 

Shaer is survived by his wife of 26 years, 
Nancy (Tine) Shaer, recently retired from 
State Street Bank. Together, they traveled 
to Alaska, Ocracoke Island in the Outer 
Banks of North Carolina, the Caribbean 
and on baseball excursions. Jim and Nancy 
presided over dozens of gatherings in their 
warm, welcoming homes. 

One of six children born to Domit J. 
and Eva N. Shaer of Feeding Hills, Jim is 
survived by siblings Annmarie of Spring- 
field, Dr. Catherine M. (Dr. Victor Sank) 
of Rockville, Md., Joseph D. (Rainbow) of 
Agawam and Feeding Hills, his twin Thom- 
as G. (Lisa Shelnitz) of Chicago, Ill., and 
John N. (Lynne) of Rockville, Md. He is also 
survived by nieces, nephews, cousins and 
countless friends. 

Everyone knew they could call on “Un- 
cle Jimmy” or “Friend Jim” for anything, 
any time. He modeled a dedication to fam- 
ily, ethics, equal rights and public service. 
At weddings and other events, Shaer's 
speeches traced family roots and achieve- 
ments as he tied them together with the 
seemingly unrelated paths of others. He 
never missed a graduation, dance recital 
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or other event of importance to relatives 
or friends. 

Born Aug. 27, 1958, in Springfield, Shaer 
eraduated from Agawam High School and 
later earned a B.A. in political science from 
American International College. He be- 
came active in Massachusetts politics as 
a teenager and went on to participate in 
many conventions of the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee (twice as a delegate) and 
Massachusetts Democratic Party. 

At a state convention, Jim served on a 
team working for the nomination of John 
Kerry for lieutenant governor, won after 
multiple ballots. It was the biggest early 
step in Kerry's political career and, after 
Kerry was elected a United States Senator, 
Shaer served 15 years on his staff, first as 
assistant to the senator then assistant state 
director. 

Helping individual constituents and 
independent businesses became Shaer's 
specialty. His files contain a huge volume of 
letters thanking him for solving problems 
and assisting companies, which saved jobs. 
Shaer was also the lead member of Kerry's 
staff in developing major provisions of the 
1994 Violent Crime Control and Law En- 
forcement Act. 

Jim Shaer’s belief in John Kerry was 
unstinting, and the senator on numerous 
occasions personally expressed profound 
appreciation to him for securing the 1996 
endorsement of Kerry by the Boston Police 
Patrolmen’s Association, which usually en- 
dorsed Republicans. Kerry would later say 
it made “an enormous difference.’ That key 
factor changed a narrative six weeks before 
Election Day, and Kerry beat challenger 
William Weld. 

The next phase of Shaer's career was 
as a government relations director for 


Public Notices 
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universities and a communications com- 
pany. His most recent position was exec- 
utive consultant for advocacy and public 
policy for the Urban League of Eastern 
Massachusetts. National, state and local 
officials, along with community leaders, 
recognized Shaer’s contributions and ex- 
pressed gratitude for his skill and commit- 
ment. 

Shaer was an altar boy and lector at St. 
Anthony Church in Springfield and played 
football for Agawam High. After gradua- 
tion from AIC, he did local freelance adver- 
tising work. Shaer grew up learning about 
people while working at Shaers Market 
in Feeding Hills, owned by his parents for 
three decades. 

“T first heard Spanish and Polish from 
immigrants shopping at our store, Shaer 
recalled. “They were hardworking, honest 
farm people, and they trusted us to count 
their change correctly: 

Though passionate about public affairs, 
Shaer, with his wife, still found time to av- 
idly follow the Boston sports teams. He at- 
tended six Red Sox World Series, a Celtics 
title-clinching game, a Patriots Super Bowl, 
several All-Star Games and the Chicago 
Cubs 2016 World Series. 

This was a man who humbly yet strong- 
ly impacted others. Shaer had a great sense 
of humor and enjoyed the simple things in 
life. He will be dearly missed. 

Family, friends and colleagues gathered 
for Shaer’s wake Thursday, Feb. 6, in Mel- 
rose. Former U.S. Secretary of State and 
U.S. Senator John Kerry attended. Funeral 
services were held Friday, Feb. 7. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
to St. Judes Children’s Research Hospital 
(www.stjude.org) or Smile Train (smilet- 
rain.org). 


DEATH NOTICE 


Shaer, James D. 


Died Feb. 1 
Funeral Feb. 7 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One 1s a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 





LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
by Langonet Towing pursu- 
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
February 21, 2020 at 63 
Ramah Cir S, Agawam the 
following Motor Vehicles 
will be sold at private sale 
to satisfy the garagekeeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, tow- 
ing charges, and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi- 
cle. 


1952 Chevy C10 

VIN: 

Justin Ayotte 

451 Lake Road 

West Suffield, CT 06093 


2/06, 2/13/2020 


AGAWAM 
ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 
Dining Room, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, February 24, 
2020 at 6:30PM for all par- 
ties interested in the request 
of Robert Stephens, who is 
seeking a variance from the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning 
Ordinances, Chapter 180, 
Section 39(B) to construct 
a porch with less than the 
required front setback at 
the premises identified as 5 
Kimberly Circle. 

Doreen A. Prouty 
Chairperson 
2/06, 2/13/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
by Langonet Towing pursu- 
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
February 14, 2020 at 63 
Ramah Cir S, Agawam the 
following Motor Vehicles 
will be sold at private sale 
to satisfy the garagekeeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, tow- 
ing charges, and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi- 
cle. 


2003 Nissan Xterra 

VIN: S5NIED28Y53C644589 
Daniel Mirolli 

44 River Street 

Agawam, MA 01001 


2002 Infiniti [35 

VIN: JNKDA31A22T018040 
Robert Seegrave Jr. 

19 Hamilton Circle 

Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


2005 Ford Taurus 

VIN: LFAHP53235A221866 
Heidi Madeley 

61 Center Street 
Thomaston, CT 06787 


1/30, 2/06, 2/13/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given by 
USA Towing, 71 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030, 
sale of a motor vehicle pur- 
suant to the provisions of 
M.G.L. C.255, Section 38A, 
that on the following date, 
February 28, 2020 at 8:00 
a.m., at USA Towing, said 
motor vehicle will be sold at 
a private sale to satisfy the 
garage keeper’s lien for tow- 
ing, storage and costs of sale. 


2008 VW Jetta 

VIN: 3VWRZ71K18M082154 
No plates with vehicle. 
Name and address last 
known registered owner: 


Gianfranco Scirococco 
28 Grant St. 

Agawam, MA 01001 
2/06, 2/13, 2/20/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P0004EA 
Estate of: 

Robert R. DeForge 
Date of Death: 
October 10, 2019 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Deborah A. Bloom of West 
Springfield, MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal pro- 
bate. 

Deborah A. Bloom of 
West Springfield, MA has 
been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are enti- 
tled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings 


and to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
2/13/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0206EA 
Estate of: 

Nancy Anne Edwards 
Also known as: 
Nancy A. Edwards 
Date of Death: 06/06/2019 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representativehas been filed 
by Paul E. Provost of Tupper 


Lake NY requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Paul E. Provost of 
Tupper Lake NY be appoint- 
ed as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised adminis- 
tration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 03/03/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fall to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 


How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393, ext. 216. 


Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: February 03, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/13/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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Out & About 





OUT & ABOUT 


Out & About is a community calendar for Agawam 
and neighboring towns. Free listings are available 
for non-commercial, non-political entertainment or 
educational events that are free to attend, or fund- 
raisers that benefit a non-profit organization. Only 
events in Agawam or one of its immediate border- 
ing towns, or events that benefit an organization 
based in Agawam, will be listed. Submitted items 
should be brief, with only time, date, location, ac- 
tivity explanation, and contact information, and 
may be edited for length and style. Items may be 
sent to aan@turley.com, faxed to 413-283-7107 
or mailed to Agawam Advertiser News, c/o Turley 
Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. The 
deadline for calendar listings is noon Friday, the 
week before that Thursday’s newspaper. 


Thursday, Feb. 13 
CHICKEN PARM DINNER at the American Legion, 
478 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, 6-8 p.m. Catered 
by Pajer’s. Tickets are $15 per person and avail- 
able at the door. Proceeds benefit the post. 


Saturday, Feb. 15 

SOUP AND SANDWICH LUNCHEON at the Grange 
hall, 47 N. West St., Feeding Hills, 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Homemade soups, sandwiches, dessert and 
choice of beverage will be sold for $7 for adults, 
$3.50 for children under 12. Proceeds benefit 
Community Grange 382. Reservations are sug- 
gested at 413-789-2061. 


STORYTELLING ON THE GREEN at First Church 
of Christ, 763 Longmeadow St., Longmeadow, 7 
p.m. Onawumi Jean Moss, “the soulful storytell- 
er,” will give a free performance in the church’s 
Buxton Room. All are welcome. Refreshments will 
be served. 


Saturday, Feb. 22 
WINTERFEST in downtown West Springfield, 9 
a.m. to noon. Activities at various locations along 
Elm and Park streets include clown performances, 
temporary tattoos, library crafts and a musical per- 
formance by Alexis Anamisis. All events are free. 


Sunday, Feb. 23 

SNAPSHOTS OF CIVIL RIGHTS CONCERT at First 
Church of Christ, 763 Longmeadow St., Long- 
meadow, 4 p.m. All are invited to a free concert 
of music by composer Anita Anderson Cooper with 
lyrics from the writings and speeches of Fannie 
Lou Hamer, Robert Kennedy, Charles McLaurin, 
Langston Hughes and more. Performers include 
Rob Adams, Marco Bonilla, Michaela Bowen, Dan 
Inglis, Karen McCarthy, Margaret Pash, Ben Pe- 
terson, John Thomas, the New Amherst Choir and 
the First Church of Chris Choir. More info: ander- 
coop160@gmail.com. 


Wednesday, Feb. 26 
BLACK HISTORY OPEN MIC NIGHT in Room 18 of 
the Ely Campus Center at Westfield State Univer- 
sity, 577 Western Ave., Westfield, 8 p.m. All are 
welcome to perform works representing black 
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Agawam Senior Center 


The Senior Center at 954 Main St., Agawam, is 
open weekdays, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. For more in- 
formation, call 413-821-0605. Lunch is served 
daily at 11:30 a.m. for a $3 suggested dona- 
tion; diners must register 24 hours in advance 
at 413-821-0604. 


Lunch Menu 
Monday, Feb. 17: Presidents Day — Senior 
Center closed. 
Tuesday, Feb. 18: Chicken Parmesan, pasta in 
homemade sauce, Caesar salad, fresh apples. 
Wednesday, Feb. 19: Meatloaf with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, carrots and peas, baked 
good. 
Thursday, Feb. 20: Loaded vegetable pizza, 
three bean salad, sliced peaches. 
Friday, Feb. 21: Country pie (hamburg, rice, to- 
matoes and cheese), broccoli salad, pudding. 


Daily Events 
Monday, Feb. 17: Presidents Day — Senior 
Center closed. 
Tuesday, Feb. 18: Weight training, 8:30 a.m.; 


artists, poets, musicians, etc., as part of Black His/ 
Herstory Month at WSU. 


Thursday, Feb. 27 
JAMES BALDWIN FILM in Room 18 of the Ely Cam- 
pus Center at Westfield State University, 577 West- 
ern Ave., Westfield, 4 p.m. “Il Am Not Your Negro” 
will be screened, with a guided discussion with 
English professor Carol Bailey, as part of Black His/ 
Herstory Month at WSU. 


Friday, Feb. 28 
LEAP YEAR TAG SALE at Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St., Agawam, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Something for everyone. Continues Saturday. 


Saturday, Feb. 29 
LEAP YEAR TAG SALE at Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St., Agawam, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Continued from Friday. 


Friday, March 6 

WOMEN OF ’76 free performance at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam, 7 p.m. 
Rita Parisi will portray a Hessian general’s wife, 
a minutewoman and spy catcher, and a Southern 
frontierswoman in this one-woman show about 
the American Revolution, part of the Agawam 
Cultural Council’s Applause Series. Doors open at 
6:15. More info: agawamcc.org. 


ONGOING 


NAMI CONNECTION, a free, peer-led support group 
for adults who are concerned about their mental 
health, meets Thursdays, 2-4 p.m., in the NAMI 
Western Massachusetts office at 324A Springfield 
St., Agawam. For more information, call 413-786- 
9139 or email information@namiwm.org. 


knitting, 9 a.m.; Zumba Gold ($6), 10:15 a.m.; 
ladies billiards, noon; Senior Cinemas (“Night 
at the Museum”), 12:30 p.m.; mah jongg, 
12:30 p.m.; dominoes, 12:30 p.m.; canasta, 
1 p.m.; writing group, 1:30 p.m.; beginner line 
dancing, 6 p.m.; Junior Women’s Club, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 19: Yoga ($6), 8:15 a.m.; gen- 
tle yoga ($6), 9:45 a.m.; bereavement group, 
10 a.m.; osteoporosis seminar, 10 a.m.; Meet 
the Mayor, 10:30 a.m.; bridge, 12:30 p.m.; ball- 
room lesson (see staff), 1 p.m.; Golden Agers 
Chapter 2 meeting, 1:30 p.m.; Zumba Gold 
($6), 5:30 p.m.; Tobacco Valley Artists, 6 p.m.; 
line dancing, 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 20: Foot care by appointment; 
weight training, 8:30 a.m.; Quilting Club, 9 
a.m.; Chats about Hearing, 10 a.m.; Wii Sports, 
10:15 a.m.; reiki ($10), 10:30 a.m.; bridge, 
12:15 p.m.; dominoes, 12:30 p.m.; open art, 1 
p.m.; yoga ($6), 4 p.m.; line dancing, 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 21: Yin Yoga ($6), 8:15 a.m.; Let’s 
Paint ($10), 9:15 a.m.; tai chi ($6), 10 a.m.; 
canasta, 1 p.m.; cornhole, 1 p.m.; cribbage, 1 
p.m.; card games, 1 p.m.; line dancing, 6 p.m. 


OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS can help with eating 
problems. Meetings are held throughout Western 
Massachusetts, including regular meetings in 
Agawam. There are no dues, fees, weigh-ins or 
special foods to buy. All are welcome. For more 
information, call Springfield Answering Services 
at 413-783-4198 or Marcia at 703-415-6744, or 
visit www.oawmass.org. 


THE TRADING POST consignment shop is open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesdays and 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturdays at First Baptist Church, 760 Main 
St., Agawam. The Trading Post carries a variety of 
items, including clothes, shoes. handbags, jewelry, 
books, toys, household and gift items. Donations 
are welcomed during store hours. 


THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
second Wednesday of each month, September 
through June, at 6:30 p.m. in the Peirce Confer- 
ence Room at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St. For information on how to join, call 
Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 or email Rosemary 
Sandlin at rosemarysandlin@gmail.com. 


AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill 
St., Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first 
and third Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. All are invited to join, including men and 
women and beginners to experienced crocheters. 
Drop-ins welcome. Hooks and yarn available if 
needed. For more information, call 413-786-7991. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam 
Public Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1-3 
p.m. Bring your sticks and join other knitters for 
creative time. No registration is required. 


GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m., at St. David’s Church, 699 Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler 
playgroup features music and movement, foster- 
ing children’s interactions and sharing skills. Open 
to all grandparents and their grandchildren. Fol- 
lows school schedule. 


THE WESTFIELD WOMAN’S CLUB’s clubhouse is 
available for rentals for wedding receptions, bridal 
showers, baby showers, graduation celebrations, 
and birthday and anniversary parties by the hour 
or the day. For more information, call Lilian at 413- 
568-2916. 


A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 
1B, Agawam. Registration is required by calling 413- 
789-0200 or online at www.survivorjourneys.org. 


RSVP OF THE PIONEER VALLEY is in need of vol- 
unteers to drive seniors to get groceries, visit their 
doctor and fill prescriptions. If you have two hours 
weekly, a dependable vehicle and really want to 
make a difference, contact Pat Sicard, RSVP Vol- 
unteer Manager, at 413-387-4558, ext. 1, or psi- 
card@hcg-ma.org. 


A CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP, facilitated by The 
Atrium at Cardinal Drive through the Alzheimer’s 
Association, meets the first Thursday of the month 
at 5 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main 
St., Agawam. All arewelcome. To register, call 413- 
821-9911. 


AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first 
Tuesday of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding 
Hills. Registration is required by calling 413-789- 
0200 or online at www.survivorjourneys.org. 


A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the sec- 
ond Wednesday of each month at Heritage Woods 
Assisted Facility, 462 Main St., Agawam. Registra- 
tion is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online 
at Www.survivorjourneys.org. 


WIDOWED SUPPORT GROUP for anyone who has 
lost a spouse. Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 
Main St., Agawam, the second Wednesday of the 
month, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 


FRIENDS AND FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP for anyone 
who has lost a child, parent, sibling, or dear rela- 
tive or friend. Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 
Main St., Agawam, the second Wednesday of the 
month, 7 to 9 p.m. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth 
more as a donation than a trade-in. Call the Mas- 
sachusetts Association for the Blind at 888-613- 
2/77 for more information. Towing is free. All do- 
nations are tax deductible. 


7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 18 
Agawam Junior High School 
1305 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 


A. Roll call 

B. Moment of Silence and Pledge of Alle- 
giance 

C. Citizen’s Speak Time 

D. Minutes 

1. Regular Council Meeting — Feb. 3, 2020 
E. Declaration of council president 

1. State of the City Address — Mayor Sapelli 
F. Presentation of resolutions 

1. TR-2019-78 — A Resolution accepting a 
grant ($3,064.25) from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Department of Environ- 
mental Protection pursuant to Massachu- 
setts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A, 
in relation to the Massachusetts Electric 
Vehicle Incentive Program (Mayor Sapelli) 
(Tabled 2/3/20) 

2. TR-2019-82 — A Resolution authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into consent for shared 


CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 


occupancy of Right of Way Easement Agree- 
ments between the Town of Agawam and 
Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, LLC re- 
garding the upgrade to the pipeline (Mayor 
Sapelli) (Tabled 2/3/20) 

3. TR-2020-14 — A Resolution accepting a 
grant ($9,244.08) from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts State 911 Department for the 
Agawam Police Department (Mayor Sapelli) 
4. TR-2020-15 — A Resolution confirmed 
the appointment of Aldo Mancini, 482 South 
West Street, Feeding Hills, MA as the Aga- 
wam Veterans’ Graves Officer to a term ex- 
piring January 31, 2023 (Mayor Sapelli) 

5. TR-2020-16 — A Resolution authorizing 
the Agawam School Department to enter 
into a Memorandum of Understanding for 
Reimbursement of Foster Care Transporta- 
tion Costs (Mayor Sapelli) 

6. TR-2020-17 — A Resolution appropriat- 
ing from the Community Preservation Fund 
and authorizing the expenditure of Com- 
munity Preservation Funds to assist in the 


creation of Community Housing at 586 Mill 
Street, Lot 4, aS proposed by Wayfinders, 
Inc. (CPA) (Referred to Community Relations 
Committee) 

7. TR-2020-18 — A Resolution appropriat- 
ing from the Community Preservation Fund 
and authorizing the expenditure of Commu- 
nity Preservation Funds for the construction 
of the Learning Tree Conservation Park at 
the Agawam High School (CPA) (Referred to 
Community Relations Committee) 

G. Report of council committees 

H. Elections 

|. Public hearings 

J. Old business 

1. T0-2020-5 — An Order Amending a Class 
2 Dealer’s LICENSE to KLC Auto Sales, Inc., 
1514 Main Street, Agawam, MA (Clerk) (Re- 
ferred to Administrative Committee) 

K. New business: Unavailable at press time. 
L. Any other matter that may legally come 
before the City Council 

M. Adjournment 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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ARREST LOG 


The Agawam Police Depart- 
ment responded to 316 calls for 
service Feb. 3-9, and recorded the 
following arrests. No arrests in the 
public log have been omitted. All 
suspects are innocent until proven 


guilty. 


Tuesday, Feb. 4 
Mark D. Colombi, 59, of 25 
Woodside Circle, Southwick, was 
arrested at 10:08 p.m. on North 
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Westfield Street and charged with 
driving with a suspended license. 


Wednesday, Feb. 5 

Adolfo Lopez-Chaca, 2/7, of 19 
Royal St., Agawam, was_arrest- 
ed at 2:38 a.m. on Suffield Street 
and charged with driving without a 
license, a marked lanes violation, 
and intimidating a witness, juror, 
police or court official. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


February 13, 2020 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


USED STAMPS IN excellent con- 
dition. A vast amount of United States 
stamps from 1/2 cent to one dollar. For- 
eign and Polish stamps, 2 postcards. 
Used furniture, toys. Best offer. 413- 
583-3908. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 


Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 


FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


lg AB Hauling and 
. “— Removal Service 
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*eeKEK*EA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 
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Read your local newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: Phone _ 
Address: ___ _ 

Town State: Zip: _ 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $_ a 
Credit Card: LJ MasterCard LI VISA J Discover I Cash lL) Check# 
Card#:_ ___ Exp. Date CV 
Amount of charge: _ Date: 


DEADLINES: 





***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta @ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Since 1981. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, re- 
frigerators, stoves, dishwashers. Also 
dryer vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 
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MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


la WILLIAMSBURG 


a) 
Bale 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 















Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 













HUBBARDSTON 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price Penden 
Addasecond ZONE __*10.00_— aie 
Adda third ZONE _ *5.00 Cus 
Subtotal E 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


CLEANING 
SERVICES 


HOUSE/ OCCIE CLEANING, Ex 
perience with both. South Hadley Pre- 
ferred. Call Sue 413-537-3805 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


HOUSE 
CLEANING 


34 YEARS EXPERIENCE in the 
house cleaning business. Plenty of 
references. Ludlow area or close to 
Ludlow area. Please leave message 
413-544-3637 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 










FINANCIAL SERVICES 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER 
WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924., 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE: Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


et 
413-219-6339 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


aye 
TAX. TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


WANT TO KEEP MONEY IN YOUR WALLET? 
AJE Financial Services Can Help You Do Just That! 
¢ FREE Electronic Filing * FREE Direct Deposit 
* Stress FREE Tax Returns 
Personal & Business Tax Preparation. 
Make Your Appointment Today! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


| Tel: 413-289-0058 
ee Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


VCs} Coral ce) aim kcb.arclalem mlatclaleltclmeys) mUs(@sts 


IRS Problems? 
|) ae do (3-1 (ol al- 1 a t-lale|(- Mi mace) am (o] Sm 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


HORSES 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


CAFETERIA WORKERS 
AGAWAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
10-MONTH POSITION 
Candidates should contact the Per- 
sonnel Dept. at Agawam Town Hall to 


apply. 





FOSTER CARE. 
You can help change 
someone’s life. 
Provide a safe home for children 


and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 





MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


SHARED LIVING- 
seeking families to share their 
home with individuals with 


developmental disabilities. 
Call 413-734-2493 
for more information. 





Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call ForAn |{RS 


Appointment |<37> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Taceyantem Kad @ od mejorelaclaceye 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ _ 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA O1009 


Personal & Small Business 


FAAST 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit! 


PZ -F@ 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


Federal & All States 


2IS/A 





ms 950 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 
el All New Clients | 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 





CLASSIFIEDS 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 
Reaching readers in 
50 local communities every week. 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





INC. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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Prevention G° Medical Care 
To Help You Live Better, Longer. 

NURSE MANAGER 
Valley Medical Group, a multi-specialty 
group serving over 90,000 patients, is 
seeking an experienced Nurse Manag- 
er for our Family Practice Department 
in our Amherst Office. 
Visit www.vmgma.com to view more 
details and to apply. Come join our 
team! 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BONDSVILLE- MAIN ST. 2 
bedroom, $800 month. First & Last 
(413)324-6826 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





HUNTING! 


Find it in our 
Classified section! 





CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 


PUBLIG AUCTION 


Foreclosure Auction on Premises 


Holyoke, MA 
Wednesday, February 26 @ 2 PM 
36 Lynwood Avenue 3BR, 3BA, built 
1930, 1,226+ sq. ft., steam/oil heat, 
situated on 0.132+ acre. 
Terms: $5,000 cash deposit. Balance due 30 days. 


Other terms may be announced at sale. 
Auctioneer makes no representations as to 
the accuracy of the information contained herein. 


Call 800-522-8488 
auctionsnewengland.com 





lm NAV 


AV INP IN 


Auctioneers 


_*s 


LIC # NH 2736 « MA AU1541 © RI 7774 « VT 057-0002209 « ME AUCOS7 « FL AU2301 


The man with the 


“Golden Gavel” 





e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


e Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 
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ABLE Machine Tool Sales hires new vice presidents, managers 


ABLE Machine Tool 
Sales, an award-winning 
Northeast region distributor 
for top brand machine tools, 
recently announced sever- 
al new hires. Christopher 
Lockery has been named 
general manager, while 
Mark Perreault and Georgia 
Sappleton were hired as vice 
presidents, and Ralph Laz- 
zara as sales manager. 

Christopher — Lockery 
was named ABLE’s new 
general manager. He has 
been with ABLE Machine 
Tool Sales for 13 years, 
working his way up from 
the parts department. In 
his new role, he also han- 
dles ABLE’s information 
technology systems, soft- 
ware and related training; 
and is involved with ser- 
vice, parts, accounting, 
and meeting his strategic 
objectives, including react- 
ing quickly to customer and 
employee needs. 





Ralph Lazzara 


“Basically, I solve logis- 
tical and other problems, 
said Lockery. “I make sure 
employees and customers 
have what they need to do 
their jobs. Customers want 
the items they ordered de- 
livered on time, whether 
they ordered a million-dol- 
lar machine or a $20 part. 
Our communication, in- 
ternal process and deliv- 
ery systems have to run 
smoothly.’ 

“Christopher is the 
second generation of the 


o0 years 


oe. = 


Christopher Lockery 


Lockery family to take a 
decision-making role at 
ABLE Machine Tool Sales,’ 
said Alan Lockery, com- 
pany president, majori- 
ty owner, and one of the 
original founders. “He has 
been with the company for 
a long time, learning from 
the ground up, interfacing 
with about everyone, and 
helping to organize certain 
processes. I'm very proud 
to work with him and have 
him move up to general 
manager. 


by 


Thomas and Janis Phaneuf, who met at Agawam High School and spent more than 60 years living in 
Agawam, recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Tom and Janis raised their three children 
in Agawam, Christine, Sharon and Stephen, and were active in several organizations, such as Agawam 
Youth Soccer. They now live in Gainesville, Fla., where they are the proud grandparents of three wonder- 
ful grandchildren who keep them active and busy in their retirement. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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Mark Perreault 


Georgia Sappleton 


Georgia Sappleton was 
hired to the newly created 
senior management posi- 
tion of vice president of hu- 
man resources. A seasoned 
administrator with over 
20 years of education and 
experience, her responsi- 
bilities include recruiting 
skilled individuals, match- 
ing them to the right jobs 
and developing programs 
to retain valuable older em- 
ployees nearing retirement 
age. 

“Success comes from 
leading employees more 
than managing them, said 
Sappleton. “When you 
communicate with em- 
ployees, try to understand 
what's important to them, 
offer them training so they 
feel comfortable with what 
is expected of them, and 
support their career goals, 
they feel inspired, valued, 
and empowered to make 
decisions. Prepared em- 
ployees naturally do a good 
job, motivate their cowork- 
ers and subordinates, and 
stay on the job longer. Em- 
ployees are our backbone 
and our future.’ 

Sappleton will recruit 
new talent from high 
schools, colleges, job fairs, 
industry resources, and job 
boards as needed. 

“We have read the statis- 
tics that up to 61 percent of 
workers in our industry will 
be eligible to retire within 
the next 10 years, said Alan 


™ ' 





Lockery. “That is a lot of 
brain power to lose, or win. 
We plan to be proactive.’ 

Sappleton holds a mas- 
ters degree in business ad- 
ministration from Albertus 
Magnus College and has a 
bachelor’s degree in busi- 
ness administration from 
Bay Path College. She be- 
longs to the Employers As- 
sociation of the NorthEast 
and lives in Bloomfield, 
Conn., with her family. 

Mark Perreault is taking 
a senior management po- 
sition of vice president of 
sales. 

“Mark has _ extensive 
technical knowledge, good 
people skills, fully under- 
stands of our customers 
manufacturing operations, 
and has integrity. He sees 
the big picture, said Alan 
Lockery. “Mark will repre- 
sent ABLE Machine Tools 
Sales within and beyond the 
sales department by par- 
ticipating in trade shows, 
workshops, sales seminars 
and various events on be- 
half of ABLE, our OEMs and 
customers. We expect Mark 
to keep up with industry 
trends, collect qualified 
leads, and help his sales 
team and our company stay 
informed and successful: 

“Selling requires good 
listening skills,’ said Per- 
reault. “Machine tool pur- 
chases are often made by 
customer groups, including 
folks like general, operat- 
ing, purchasing and quality 
control managers. I encour- 
age my sales team to listen, 
then look for applications 
and solutions. I listen to 
input from members of my 
sales team and value their 
experience and contribu- 
tion. Listening brings out 
the concerns and the best 
ideas. It inspires people to 
participate and feel sat- 
isfied with decisions. The 
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Regions #1. 


Mortgage 
Lender 


nm 


A MORTGAGE PRE-QUALIFICATION THAT STANDS BEHIND YOU 


« FREE pre-qualification — strength, knowledge and comfort - let our prequalification letter guide you 


¢ Know your buying power - focus your search and confirm your thoughts 


« Not all Pre-qualifications are the same — a more reliable pre-qual strengthens your offer, stand out to sellers 


- Already have a pre-qualification ? — get a second opinion for peace-of-mind and to make your offer stronger 





88! PeoplesBank 


bankatpeoples.com/mortgage 


Ei 413.538.9500 / toll free 877.888.1388 


(=) Member FDIC / Member DIF 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 





8 time winner 
Best Mortgage Lender 


goal for my sales team is to 
support customer satisfac- 
tion and help ABLE contin- 
uously improve and grow. I 
have a lot of respect for the 
professionals I work with 
on all sides of the process.’ 

Perreault has over 30 
years of experience sell- 
ing technical products 
and CNC machines. He is 
a graduate of Springfield 
Community Technical Col- 
lege, where he studied the 
implementation of design 
and manufacturing solu- 
tions and later became ed- 
ucated and experienced in 
Application Engineering. 
A native of Enfield, Conn., 
Perreault has lived in Gran- 
by, Conn., with his family 
for nearly 30 years. He has 
been involved in regional, 
national and international 
machine tool sales. 

Ralph Lazzara joins the 
team as sales manager. 
Lazzara has over 24 years 
of machine tool sales and 
management experience 
covering large territories. 
He reports to Perreault. 

“Customers today have 
lots of buying options for 
machine tools, said Laz- 
zara. “ABLE Machine Tool 
Sales has a great prod- 
uct line, helps customers 
choose the right tools to 
fit their needs and goals, 
and has industry-wide re- 
spect. I joined ABLE to lead 
an already successful sales 
team, update the CRM, and 
help grow the company. I’m 
where I want to be, where I 
can make a difference.’ 

He has a bachelor’s de- 
gree from Charter Oak 
State College, where he 
majored in organizational 
leadership and graduated 
with honors. 

“A good sales team 
helps design systems and 
workstations that  sup- 
port the customer's opera- 
tions and assembly lines, 
said Lazzara. “With the 
right machine tools, our 
customers and their cus- 
tomers can count on well 
manufactured, consistent 
parts. We are all part of the 
same team. Our customers 
success is our success.’ 

Lazzara lives Enfield, 
Conn., with his family, 
and has been involved in 
regional, national and _ in- 
ternational machine tool 
sales. 

ABLE Machine Tool 
Sales has _ distributed 
name-brand OEM ma- 
chine tools to customers 
throughout the Northeast 
for more than 33 years. The 
company is headquartered 
at 253 Silver St., Agawam. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 


able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





